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Pope Francis
blesses pilgrim
statues of Our
Lady of Fatima
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blesses pilgrim
statues of Our
Lady of Fatima

● During the centenary year of the apparitions of the Virgin Mary in Fatima in 1917,
six statues will be taken to different parts of the world to promote the message of
Fatima. The statue for Europe will tour Ireland this month. ... See Page 2
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Global prayer and penance project for
centenary of Fatima apparitions

The statues will be
brought to the different con-
tinents during this cente-
nary year of the apparitions
of the Mother of God in
Portugal in 1917.
One of the 3 foot high stat-

ues, known as the Pilgrim
Image of Our Lady of
Fatima, will be brought to
all parts of Ireland this
month, beginning in
Armagh Cathedral on 4th
March. It will visit churches,
hospitals and hospices
(details at allianceofthetwo-
heartsireland.com).
The Holy Father has

declared 2017, the hun-
dredth anniversary of
Mary's appearances to three
shepherd children in a

remote part of Portugal, to
be a jubilee year. 
A Plenary Indulgence is

granted to all who take part
in the celebration.

‘Flow of graces’
The aim of the Pilgrim

Statue initiative is to spread
the message of Fatima,
drawing the faithful closer
to Jesus and to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary.
It will foster prayer

through the CARE pro-
gramme, Confession,
Adoration, Rosary and
Eucharist and penance
(First Friday, First Saturday
Communion, Reparation
Vigil) for peace in the world
and holiness in family life.

The project is being organ-
ised by the Alliance of the
Holy Family International
and the Austrian branch of
Human Life International.
"We ardently desire," said

the organisers, "that all peo-
ple of prayer will raise their
hearts to heaven and pray
for the success of this mis-
sion so that a flow of graces
will descend on our fami-
lies, communities, Ireland
and the world."
Mary first appeared to the

children, Lucia Dos Santos
(aged 11) and her Marto
cousins, Francisco (aged 9)
and Jacinta (aged 7) on 13th
May, during the First World
War.

She appeared on the 13th
of each following month,
the final apparition taking
place on 13th October when
the famous Miracle of the

Sun took place before some
70,000 people.
The Marto children died

within three years of the
apparitions, Francisco on
4th April 1919 and Jacinta
on 20th February 1920.
So seriously did they live

the messages and so pro-
foundly were their lives
changed by prayer and
penance that the Church
declared them Blessed on
13th May 2000. Jacinta is the
youngest non-martyred
child ever beatified.
For Pope John Paul II "the

message of Fatima is more
relevant and more urgent"
today than when Our Lady
first appeared.
The progress of the six pil-

grim statues can be fol-
lowed on YouTube on the
AHFInternational channel.

AN ELDERLY woman in Holland,
with her family gathered to watch
a doctor kill her, put up such a
fight for life that the female doctor
requested the relatives to hold
down the victim while she gave
her the lethal injection.

The woman, who lived in a nursing home
in Holland, suffered from dementia,

Although the doctor had secretly put
drugs in the 80-year-old's coffee to
sedate her, she woke up and battled not
to be injected with the lethal poison.

The local watchdog committee for
killings admitted that the case involved
some "irregularities" that merited a
rebuke, but they judged that the doctor
"acted in good faith" and did not break
the country's euthanasia laws.

However they referred the case to the
courts so that judges might confirm that
other doctors who acted in good faith
when killing people with dementia would
not be prosecuted.

Committee chairman Jacob Kohnstamm
said he was in favour of a trial, "not to
punish the doctor... but to get judicial clar-

ity over what powers a doctor has when it
comes to the euthanasia of patients suf-
fering from severe dementia."

The paperwork showed that the doctor,
having begun, could complete the killing
only by getting family members to help
restrain the woman.

The report also told how the victim had
said several times in the days before she
was put to death, "I don't want to die".

The medic did not tell her the plans for
her death because she did not want to
cause unnecessary extra distress or dis-
ruption to the process.

However, when the patient was still in
full possession of her mind she had said

she wanted to be killed when she herself
deemed "the time was right". 

The woman was said to have often
shown signs of fear and anger, and would
wander around the residential home at
night.

As a result, the nursing home's doctor
decided she was "suffering intolerably",
but was no longer in a position to judge
that the time was now right for the killing
to go ahead. 

Michael Cook of BioEdge commented:
"Wrestling your mother to the mattress so
that the doctor can give her a lethal injec-
tion is not the serene death eulogised by
supporters of euthanasia." 

He added: "Nobody respected the
woman's wish to live at home when it was
clear and unambiguous. But they did
"respect" her wish to be killed, when it
was not. It's a peculiar interpretation of
autonomy which honours a wish to die but
not a wish to live."

Holland introduced the law allowing the
killing of the sick and elderly 17 years
ago, and since then more than 5,500
people have been put down for a variety
of reasons. 

POPE Francis has blessed six statues of Our Lady of
Fatima for a global effort to increase devotion to the
Virgin Mary and to spread the message given by her
in Fatima 100 years ago.

• Pope Francis gives a gift to Mrs Joan Keaney, Alliance of
the Two Hearts, who represented Ireland at the blessing

ceremony.

Family holds down mother
while doctor poisons her

Saudi Arabia
switches to
Western
calendar
SAUDI ARABIA recently
changed its official calendar
to bring it into line with the
Western world. The
Kingdom has used the
Islamic Hijri calendar since
it was founded in 1932.

In future its timeline will be
dated from the bir th of
Jesus and not from the year
that Muhammad made his
pilgrimage from Mecca to
Medina (622 AD). The year
will also be 11 days longer.

The change was
announced in April last year
and became law in October.
It went into effect some
weeks later.

"Henceforth they will run
the state according to a
reckoning based on Jesus
Christ's birth, not on the
Prophet Muhammad's reli-
gious mission," reported
The Economist.

The magazine added that
'guardians of the Wahhabi
rite, who seek to be guided
by Muhammad's every act,
ask whether they are now
being required to follow
Jesus."

The clergy have claimed
that the political authorities
are rewinding the clock to
the pre-Islamic age of igno-
rance.

They also warned that the
change could undermine the
fasting month of Ramadan.

Saudi Arabia is not alone
in having calendar difficul-
ties. In Iran, for example,
the year is 1395, in
Kurdistan it is 2628 and in
Israel it is 5776. 

A JESUIT priest based in Syria has said that the
international media have been "playing a miser-
able role in this war. They are provoking the two
sides and setting one against the other."
Speaking from Aleppo

(right) by telephone, Fr Ziad
Hilal said the city had been
completely destroyed, yet he
was hopeful.
"In the course of its history

Aleppo has experienced
many conquerors," he
recalled. "Thousands have
died here and the city has
been destroyed time and
again. And yet it has always
bounced back. So let us
hope!"
Asked about media reports of massacres committed

against the population in the eastern part of the city by
the Syrian army, he expressed his doubts.
"There may have been isolated cases but we haven’t

heard anything here," he said. "These days a lot of false
information and fake pictures are being circulated. 
"Organisations on the spot, such as the Red Cross, have

not reported such news. The problem is that people tend
to exaggerate. It’s important not to provoke at this
point." 
People need to accept one another and "to dare to try

reconciliation," he said. "We’ve destroyed the city
because we haven’t yet managed to come together in a
dialogue. We’ve lost our civilisation and destroyed our
history. What for?"
Asked what the West might do to help, he replied:

"First and foremost: stop the provocations! Call on the
politicians to exercise reason and seek talks and recon-
ciliation."
He added that "the Middle East must become a peace-

ful region where all live in peace together. Otherwise it
will become hell for us."
Fr Hilal oversees various projects in Syria for the

Catholic organisation, Aid to the Church in Need.

Syria needs reconciliation,
not Western provocation

Licence fee blow to BBC
■ From April people in England taken to court for not hav-
ing a TV licence may receive a conditional discharge.

New guidelines to magistrates indicate the circum-
stances, such as a mistake or "significant financial hard-
ship", where a warning rather than a fine may be
imposed. 

The BBC now fears mass non-payment of licences, but
Tory MP Philip Davies welcomed this "further nail in the
coffin of the licence fee."

He urged the BBC to adopt a subscription model. "If they
are so convinced of its value for money then they have
nothing to fear from such a move," he said.
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The Catholic
Church in
Ireland today

is probably work-
ing at less than 5%
of its capacity for
holiness and mis-
sion, the two wings
on which alone the
Church can rise.
Many factors con-

tribute to this phe-
nomenal lethargy
but here we focus
on just one - cow-
ardice. And the
need for an infu-
sion of courage.
Cowardice is

endemic in the Irish Church, weaken-
ing families, individuals, Catholic insti-
tutions. Yet we won't face it. With many
notable exceptions, fear is crippling
both clergy and laity.
Cowardice adopts many attractive

disguises, presenting itself as compas-
sion, prudence, humility, tolerance, a
desire not to upset, etc.
Busyness about secondary matters

while we neglect crucial tasks also
serves to hide cowardice.
But an army of cowards stands little

hope of victory in battle. And we are in
the midst of an immense battle with
evil.
The Church's primary tasks are to

lead her members to holiness, to seek
out the lost sheep, including those in

our own families, and to proclaim
Christ's death and resurrection, teach-
ing all people the purpose of life and
offering them hope and joy.

On fire with zeal
We can understand that many

Catholics seek to avoid such daunting
tasks, while unwilling to face their cow-
ardice. What, however, might a coura-
geous Church, on fire with zeal, look
like?
• Families first. For husband and

wife, the top priority would be to sup-
port each other in becoming saints and
in leading their children to a holiness
that fearlessly bears witness to the faith.
That central driving force of their fam-

ily life would shape all their decisions.
• Catholic schools, at all levels, would

proudly proclaim their Catholic identi-
ty and mission (not “ethos”).
Their principal aim would be to help

parents hand on a joyful and confident
faith to their children. Neither parents
nor staff would allow anything to com-
promise that aim. 
• Each parish community would have

a sense of urgency about the need to
foster holiness and mission in all its
members. 
Parish councils would make the lost

sheep and evangelisation their no.1
concern, rather than wasting energy on
minor matters or actually being an
obstacle to mission.
• Bishops and priests would make

teaching and preaching their top prior-

ity. They would teach the whole faith,
not just its comforting parts. And they
would expose error.
There would be an end to watered

down, safe preaching where the call to
repentance, holiness and martyrdom is
bleached out. Preaching would be
based on God's Word, not pop psychol-
ogy.

Losing identity
• College lecturers, historians,

philosophers, would review their own
call to be evangelisers and how they
are living their mission. They would
be a strong voice, at popular as well as
academic level, for reason and the
faith.
• Many institutions and groups are

losing their Catholic identity and mis-

sion, becoming mere humanitarian
outfits. Courage requires members to
tackle this issue. 
• Why is it left to a handful of dedi-

cated people to speak out for mar-
riage, the family based on marriage,
the right to life of unborn children?
They take vile abuse while most of us
refuse to get involved.
• Catholic journalists and politicians

would be proud of their convictions,
rather than selling out in order to fit in
or advance their careers. Voters would
never support a politician with an
anti-life or anti-marriage agenda.
A young Nigerian, Uju Okeocha,

spoke in Dublin recently on the topic,
How the West exports the Culture of
Death. She was an inspiring example
of what Catholic courage looks like.
Five years ago the Gates Foundation

targeted Africa with its "aid", deter-
mined to spread its anti-life ideology
there.
Uju, a specialist in biomedical sci-

ence, wrote an open letter to Melinda
Gates.
Since then she has made herself an

expert on the West's death agenda, has
travelled the globe to talk on the topic,
has awakened in countless young peo-
ple a commitment to family and life
and has advised many politicians and
bishops on how to oppose the death
culture.
She shows how much just one per-

son with courage and conviction can
achieve.

Clashing visions
And ourselves? We are on the front

line of an immense religious conflict:
Secularist religion is waging war
against Christianity, particularly the
Catholic faith.
The two offer clashing visions of

what it is to be human, the purpose of
life, how society should be organised,
the meaning of freedom, the source of
joy, the demands of a good life, hope.
They offer profoundly different

approaches to every aspect of life: the
kind of education we want for chil-
dren, how we vote, attitudes to sexual-
ity and marriage, our use of money,
and so on.
Secularists recognise that

Christianity is their religion's great
enemy that must be destroyed. 
Christians cannot see that a religious

war is in full swing. Ever ready to sur-
render at the first challenge, they fool-
ishly hope for some kind of peaceful
coexistence. 
This refusal to face reality is yet

another symptom of how cowardly we
are.
Secularist religion, a Christian

heresy, contains many Christian ele-
ments which hide its toxicity. But its
destructive nature is rapidly emerging.
Society is harmed by our cowardice

and other people pay for it, some of
them dearly. We can no longer ignore
it. Come, Holy Spirit, enkindle in us
the fire of your love.

Cowardice is crippling the Church in Ireland

The
Open
Door • Uju Ekeocha: This is what

Catholic courage looks like.

Growing global concern about HPV vaccine
CONTROVERSY over
Gardasil and other HPV
vaccines and the serious
damage they are said to be
causing to the health of
countless teenage girls is

continuing to grow, not
only in Ireland but interna-
tionally.

There is also increasing con-
cern that teenagers and their
parents are not being given all

the information about side
effects which they need to
make an informed decision
about the drug.

According to a report on the
website Vaccine Impact,
Colombia in Latin America
has been conducting a public
forum where doctors, parents
and the young women affect-
ed by the drug have been
recounting their experiences.

Dr. Francisco Yepez of the
country's National Academy
of Medicine told the forum
that "the evidence at this
time requires us to establish
warning signs."

He added, "we cannot wait
until we demonstrate scientif-
ically that these elements
have causal relationship."

The forum was also told of
"growing national and inter-
national information about
the association between this
vaccine and the onset or
aggravation of various auto-
immune diseases."

Colombia: vaccine victim
gives her testimony
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Monthly Musings
By Fr Joseph Briody

FR WALTER CISZEK
(1904-1984) spent 23 years
in Soviet prisons and
Siberian labour camps. He
stated that only prayer car-
ried him through. We can
pray anywhere. A prison
cell or a hospital bed can
become a school of prayer. 
A priest who is not rooted

in the life of prayer, holi-
ness and virtue will be
unable to deal with what
meets him. So many people
approach him for counsel
that he must seek divine
and human wisdom.
Bad advice can damage.

A priest strives to under-
stand the problems of suf-
fering humanity and some-
how shine on these God's
light. We have many saints
who attracted others
because of their holiness
and wisdom.
St John Bosco was a

model priest, a model of
pastoral initiative and care,
of spiritual direction and
counsel, of “accompani-
ment”, as Pope Francis
might say.
He was given the title

“Father and Teacher of
Youth” at his canonisation.
For him the usual parish
structures were not ade-
quate to the needs of his
time. Doing something
new, he became a model for

the New Evangelisation.
Everything he did was

steered between the two
columns of his famous
dream – the Holy Eucharist
and Mary Immaculate,
Help of Christians.
A good and holy priest,

he was in love with the
Lord, Our Lady, and with
poor, suffering humanity. 
Saints like him, whose

pastoral outreach was
amazingly fruitful, teach us
the primacy of the spiritual
life. Nothing can replace
prayer, time spent with the
Lord.
If we begin to cut back on

our prayer time, or even to
cut it out, then we learn the
hard truth: “You have sown
much and reaped little”
(Haggai 1:6). “Without me,

you can do nothing” (Jn
15:5). 
It is the Lord who gives

the growth (1 Cor 3:6), who
builds the house. And they

labour in vain who labour
without him (Ps 127).
In an instant, in an

encounter with him, he
directs us to the large catch
of fish, though we may
have toiled all night long
by ourselves, according to
our own plan, and caught
nothing (Lk 5:5). 
For our action to be truly

fruitful it must be rooted in
prayer. Prayer alone gives
the strength and light nec-
essary to attract souls and
to direct them as John
Bosco and others did.
Without this prayerful

foundation there is only
human activity, that is to
say, almost nothing, noth-
ing that endures…
“Without me you can do
nothing!” 

by Gerard Murphy
MANY people who consider
themselves atheists or agnostics
have too narrow a grasp of the
issues at stake. They don't see that
the whole way we think about our-
selves and our lives is shaped by
how we think about God.
I am talking here about the

Christian understanding of God,
not that of the ancient Greeks or
Romans, of 18th century Deism or
of Hinduism.
Secondly, although we can know

from reason alone that God exists
and is our creator, this piece is not
an attempt to prove his existence.
We can say in passing, however,

that seeking "scientific evidence"
for God makes no sense whatever.
Science only deals with material
reality and God is not material. 
A surgeon might as well operate

on a person in search of his free-
dom or his human rights.

Nor is it possible to be agnostic
about God in practice. An agnostic
is like a truck driver at major road-
works where the traffic lights
before him are stuck on both red
and green. 
This article simply attempts to

explore what our view of God, one
way or the other, means for our
understanding of what it is to be
human.

Areas affected
Areas affected by our view of

God include the meaning and pur-
pose of human life, the dignity of
the person, freedom, human
rights, happiness, morality, wor-
ship.
Once we begin to think at any

depth, we have to ask what death
means for us, for me. Here I dis-
cover just how alone I ultimately
am. 
Is death the end of my existence?

Is there darkness or light beyond

death? Is there any link between
how I live now and in the beyond?
None of these questions can be

answered without a lot of refer-
ence to what we believe about
God.
Even if we don't ask these ques-

tions explicitly we answer them in
the way we actually live.
Thus, for example, we worship,

thank and pray to God or we
ignore him. What we do is the
lived answer to the God question.
Linked with this is the question

of happiness. A limitation in our
usual experience of happiness is
that nothing can fulfil all our
desires.
Moreover, each moment of hap-

piness passes so quickly, leaving
us dissatisfied and yearning yet
again. How long till we get tired or
frustrated with this cycle of desire,
pursuit, possession, disappoint-
ment, desire...?
If we ask what, if anything,

would bring us perfect and lasting
happiness, inevitably we face once
again the question of God.

Flaws
Over the past four centuries or

so, many of Europe's best minds
struggled with the idea of a moral-
ity based on reason alone - a
morality with no reference to God. 
They put forward many different

foundations for such a morality -
duty, emotion, human rights, and
so on - but each one revealed seri-

ous flaws.
Why, after all, should I follow

what politicians, parents, the
majority decide is acceptable,
especially if it is to my disadvan-
tage?
Finally, with the great thinkers

defeated, it was left to each person
to choose what he or she would
consider good or evil. I am my
own supreme law-giver. Choice
rules. 
But this ultimately leads to rule

by the most powerful, to tyranny.
Once again we are brought up

against the question of God. Can
the law, can good and evil mean
anything if they are not grounded
in the love and wisdom of God?
Since all these central issues in

our lives inevitably bring us back
to the question of a Creator, should
we not face the God issue directly
and truthfully?
Or what is it about God that

frightens us?

What is it about God that makes us afraid?

• Looking for human rights in a
patient.

RECENTLY I read about a
newly installed bishop in
the US. The people of his
previous diocese were
very sorry to lose him.

One woman remarked:
“He would never exclude
anyone, yet would
preach Gospel truth in all
its fullness.” That’s not
a bad description of the role of a pastor!

The Church is Catholic. All are welcome and have the
right to hear the truth of the Gospel proclaimed in all its
fullness and attractiveness. 

Conversion is not something negative or heavy. It is a
mystery of light. The Church calls to conversion but also
accompanies (Pope Francis). 

St John Paul II identified “the Proclamation of the
Gospel and the Call to Conversion” as a mystery of light
in the Rosary. Conversion leads to light.

To love ourselves or our sins more than we love the
Lord is to cling to darkness. We strive to give up sin
because we love the Lord. When we don't love him
enough we want to hold on to our sins.

Lent reminds us of the continual call to give up our sins
and to say “no” to ourselves. If we do this lovingly in
small things, then we will be able to do it in greater
things when Jesus asks.

Young people
searching for truth
■ Fr Ciszek tells in his book, With God
in Russia, how some of the
Communists he met were optimistic
about what Stalin would do for the
people. History, however, would tell a
very different story.

The optimism petered out as the
promised food did not materialise and
the mass murders multiplied.

A constructive critical eye is impor-
tant for filtering what others would

have us believe - especially powerful
institutions such as government or
media.

Catholics are good at recognising pro-
paganda, ideology or groupthink
because they value faith and reason,
especially in matters concerning
human dignity and our destiny.

Fr Ciszek wrote of the great thirst
young people had for religion in the
Soviet labour camps. In school they
had been indoctrinated with the Soviet
regime's official atheism.

They had heard religion ridiculed but
wanted to know more. Fr Ciszek was

able to teach them secretly and admin-
ister the sacraments. Young people
have a natural desire for what is good
and noble, ultimately for the living God.

Whether that longing is nurtured or
stifled depends on formation: the peo-
ple they meet, the witness given, the
answers they receive.

It is worth pondering how teenagers
who had been indoctrinated with
Soviet lies against religion hungered
for faith and truth, while many
teenagers who have had years of
Catholic education can show little
interest in their faith. 

Prayer and pastoral fruitfulness

A right to hear
the whole Gospel 

Don Bosco’s ‘two pillars’
dream: the Holy Eucharist
and Mary Immaculate,
Help of Christians.

Fr Ciszek
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Alive! needs your support

I wish to support Alive!. Enclosed is my donation for

€1,000          €500         €250         €100  
€50        €25        €15        other €

Name

Address

Please send your donation to:

✄

Tel: 

CU
T
OU

T

Alive! accepts CREDIT CARD Donations & Payments
Tel: 01-404 8187

€100: An; CD Westmeath;
€50: GC; MF; Skinless; An
Rathmines;
€40: An Dublin; An;
Prosperous;
€30: An;
€25: An;
€21: T&CMcD;
€20: In honour of St.
Anthony; An; OAP; F&BO’T;
€10: TOH; An;
€5: Donald;
STG: £50: An; £20:
Kathleen; £10: JCA;

If 8,000 people contribute just €20 each we can continue for another year.
SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO DONATED TO ALIVE! DURING FEBRUARY

Alive!, St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24

Anonymous Donations

THANK YOU for your
continued support.

Increased risk of
suicide for people
in gay ‘marriage’
PEOPLE in a same-sex "marriage" are almost three
times more likely to commit suicide than those in a
natural marriage, according to a large Swedish study.

The study argued that the increased suicide risk could not be
blamed on society's intolerance of homosexual behaviour, given
that Sweden has an accepting attitude towards same-sex rela-
tionships.

“Even in a country with a comparatively tolerant climate regard-
ing homosexuality such as Sweden, same-sex married individu-
als evidence a higher risk for suicide than other married individ-
uals,” said the authors.

They used Sweden's official figures to compare some 6,000
“married” homosexual couples to the larger population of het-
erosexual couples who married between 1996 and 2009, fol-
lowing both groups until 2011.

The results showed that participants in "gay marriages" had
an overall 2.7 times greater chance of suicide than participants
in heterosexual marriages. Men were slightly more at risk than
women

The study, “Suicide in married couples in Sweden: Is the risk
greater in same-sex couples?”, was published in the European
Journal of Epidemiology.

The findings are in keeping with many other studies that have
found a strong link between homosexual behaviour and a range
of negative psychological outcomes, even in "very accepting"
countries, such as the Netherlands.

Group launched to oppose
the evil agenda of Soros 
But now a number of countries

have begun to take action against
the immense harm that he and his
Open Society Foundations (OSF)
are doing to their societies.
In more than 100 different nations,

including Ireland, Soros is pump-
ing millions of dollars into a vast
number of puppet groups and
NGOs which campaign for his rad-
ical leftwing aims. 
These so-called "civil society"

groups greatly depend on the
mega-donor's funding, and are part
of the US billionaire's global strate-
gy to advance his evil agenda. But
now governments and other
groups have begun to fight back.
Recently, in Macedonia, a new

global initiative, Stop Operation
Soros (SOS), was announced. Its
aim is to expose and to counter the
political and social engineering the
billionaire is engaged in across the
world. 
At a press conference Nikola

Srbov, a founder of the movement,
accused Soros of hijacking civil
society in order to impose his own
personal ideology on others.
By strategically funding certain

groups via his Foundations, said
Srbov, Soros "has monopolised the
civil society sector, pushing out any
organisation which disagrees with
his ideology."
Journalist Cvetin Cilimanov, a co-

founder of SOS, accused Soros of
working to undermine Macedonia's
sovereignty by colluding with the
leftwing opposition party and with
outside globalist interests.
Soros's foundation works hand in

glove with various foreign agencies
which promote an anti-human
agenda, including USAID and the
EU's programme to develop "civil
society".
The new movement seeks to "de-

sorosise" Macedonia, to free the
people from the grip that Soros has
taken on the country over a period
of 30 years.

‘Paid activists’
Hungary too is debating what to

do about the Soros influence. In
2014, Prime Minister Viktor Orban
said civil society groups financed
from abroad were covers for “paid
political activists”.
Orban told the Budapest Times that

"some people envision a world
without borders: this is exactly the
concept which George Soros and
his civil society organisations seek
to popularise.”
This, he believed was, at best,

well-intentioned and naive, and at
worst it is part of an agenda to
destroy traditional civilisations,
ways of life, cultures and nations.
“I," however," he said, "am among

those who do not want the world’s

civilisational structure to change. In
particular I would not like to see a
change in the culture of this piece of
land we call Hungary. I love this
country.”
According to Bloomberg News,

Hungary's authorities intend to
audit the books of foreign-funded
organisations. 
Minister Janos Lazar said that

"every Hungarian has a right to
know who wants to influence him
or her” from abroad.
That Soros is funding more than

60 groups in Hungary to push his
ideology indicates just how big the
problem is. 
Known by some as "the godfather

of the left", Soros is also a major
source of funding for the US
Democratic Party, so he has consid-
erable influence on its policies. 

He is also a major supporter of the
pro-abortion and pro-gay move-
ment in the US.
Aly Nielsen of Newsbusters

revealed that of 158 groups
involved in organising or promot-
ing the recent Women’s March on
Washington, a quarter of them
received funding from Soros,
totalling a staggering $90 million.
Among these, Human Rights

Watch, the gay-demands group,
received $32 million while abortion
giant Planned Parenthood, a big
supporter of Hillary Clinton,
received $21 million. 
Amnesty International, another

abortion lobby group, received
$1,339,000. 
Leaked documents have also

revealed that Soros is one of the
main driving forces in Ireland for
legalising the killing of the unborn.
In the past two years alone he has

pumped an estimated €500,000 into
the fanatical anti-life campaign,
funding groups like Amnesty
Ireland ($155,000), the Irish Family
Planning Association ($150,000)
and the Abortion "Rights"
Campaign (still to reveal how much
it has received).
According to Jay Syrmopoulos of

the Free Thought Project, Soros
imposes his agenda on states under
the guise of promoting a free and
open society. 
As well as his anti-life and anti-

family agenda his aim is "to create a
globalist system of governance that
supersedes national sovereignty." 

MULTI-BILLIONAIRE George Soros, a driving force behind the
campaign for abortion in Ireland, heads a global army of activists
working to promote his leftwing agenda through the world. 

George Soros

Reformation
brought division -
Cardinal Koch
IT IS better this year to “com-
memorate” rather than to “cel-
ebrate” the 500th anniversary
of the Protestant Reformation,
the Vatican's Cardinal Kur t
Koch told a French newspaper.

The Reformation, which
began in 1517, was, in fact a
multitude of small local rebel-
lions against the Church and
often bitterly opposed to each
other. 

"We must do penance,” for
the Reformation “did not bring
about the renewal of the
Church desired by Luther, but
division," said the cardinal. It
also contributed to "the terrible
confessional wars, notably the
Thirty Years’ War."

US historian Brad Gregory, in
his acclaimed book The
Unintended Reformation has
emphasised that
"Protestantism, as an histori-
cal and empirical reality" was
never a united movement that
later divided.

Rather, from its earliest days
until today, 'Protestantism' has
been "an umbrella designation
of groups, churches, move-
ments, and individuals whose
only common feature is a rejec-
tion of the authority of the
Roman Catholic Church," he
said.

Gregory explained that
despite the desires of the
reformers, "but as a result of
their actions, beginning in the
early 1520s Protestant plural-
ism derived directly from the
Reformation’s foundational
truth claim," namely, that
Scripture alone suffices. 

Cardinal Koch, from
Switzerland, heads the Council
for Promoting Christian Unity.
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With Katie Ascough

The

FORUM
YYYYOOOOUUUUTTTTHHHH

Discovering the
sound of silence

Friday is Special
because Sunday is special
An invitation to Catholics 
to take up again the ancient

custom of 
abstaining from meat each

Friday
in honour of Christ’s passion

and death.

LEAFLETS AVAILABLE
Please contact Grace, 089-4688726 or

fridayisspecial4@gmail.com.
We’re a Catholic family. 

We don’t eat meat on Fridays.
A Year of Mercy project by Alive!

Volunteers needed in every area to help promote this project.

Silence and Prayer

by Caitriona Lynch
Self love my liege is not so
vile a sin as self neglecting
- William Shakespeare

Mums and dads face
many kinds of difficul-
ties and challenges

when caring for their chil-
dren. And parenting burnout
is amongst the most com-
mon around. 
Remarkably most parents

don't even realise they are
suffering from it. Ask these
parents when was the last
time they took a break from
parenting and they stare at
you stupefied. 
It's like they're amazed.

"You're allowed to take a
break?"
Taking care of yourself is

an important part of being a
good mum or dad. When
you stop caring for your own
needs it's impossible to be a
good parent.
The following are some

suggestions that I have
found extremely helpful in
helping me recover from
burnout. 
1. Personal space: the

problem about personal
space is that children nibble
away at it so consistently
that it's like "cooking a frog".
Suddenly you wake up to the
fact that it's all gone, and boy
do you resent it. 
Therefore, as soon as pos-

sible, get a baby sitter. Get
out. As soon as you do
recover some personal
space you'll realise how
much you've missed it but
never knew. 
2. Personal growth: If you

find yourself constantly stuck
in the same old routine or
indeed watching an entire
season of something or
other on Netflix over a few
days, it's safe to say you're
stagnating. 
As the fella said, "you need

to get a hobby". I took up
French about 9 years ago.

My French is still hopeless,
but I've had a great laugh,
stretched my mind a bit, and
I got to meet some very nice
and interesting people who
have nothing to do with my
family life 
3. Exercise: It's great for

killing anxiety and depres-
sion. I hate exercise but I
must say even three 30-
minute sessions a week can
have a very beneficial effect. 
Particularly when you have

little kids. Getting out into the
fresh air and having a good
brisk walk/run/jog/ cycle can
really clear your head. 
4. Creativity: Once all my

children were at school I
decided to reintroduce knit-
ting into my life. Even if I only
do about 2 lines a day I can
still end up with some item or
other at the end of the year
that I made myself. 
It gives me a good old fash-

ioned pioneering sense of
production that I find reward-
ing. 
5. Socialise: Parenting

can be very isolating. Even if
you work outside the home,
you just clock in your hours
and then toddle off home. 
Friendship is very impor-

tant, so do pick up the phone
and get to see one another.
Eventually you will stop talk-
ing about your respective
children and start to talk
about yourselves. 

You need to take
care of yourself too

Silence: an accurate
description of an
awkward first date.

Silence: a perfect setting
for a horror scene - sig-
nalling imminent danger. 

Silence: the sheer sense
of boredom when waiting
for your toast to ping or
ice-cream to melt. No won-
der we all hate silence.

Fr. Mike Schmitz of
Ascension Press has a
slightly different take on
this idea of silence. 

Being a priest on cam-
pus, he has often seen
college students grappling
with silent prayer and
telling him that it makes
them angry or anxious or
think lustful thoughts. 

These students ask him
if they should stop this
silence nonsense - stop
praying in quiet because it
makes them feel and think
adverse things. 

But Fr. Mike postulates
that silence shows us one
of the scariest and most
valuable things of all – it
reveals us to ourselves. 

It's not that silence itself
makes us think bad
thoughts, it's simply that
silence exposes and mag-
nifies what we are sup-
pressing, what we are
blocking out by distraction,
what we are blocking out
by noise. 

Sit quietly
As the renowned

Christian scientist Blaise
Pascal once said: "All of
humanity’s problems stem
from man’s inability to sit
quietly in a room alone."

Boredom. It's okay to be
bored. I learnt this harsh
concept when my iPod
died at the gym a few days
ago. No bass to keep me
going, no entertainment
on the bus home - what
was I ever going to do?

Surprisingly, I was able to
enjoy the "quiet" time,
which I've put in inverted
commas because there
was still plenty of back-
ground noise. 

It turned out that the
clinking of metal at the
gym was arguably a more
motivating sound than my
worn-out playlist still
packed with hits from
2014. 

But then, something real-
ly hilarious happened on
the bus. I sat beside this
girl who I thought was with
a group of Spanish stu-
dents who were occupying
95% of the bus. 

I sat there for at least 10

minutes, wrestling with the
idea of listening to music
on my phone. 

But somehow I knew the
"silence" was good for me
- that is, whatever amount
of silence you get on a bus
full of Spanish students.
(Gotta love the Spanish,
just maybe not on packed
buses). 

‘Voice of God’
So there I sat - trying to

be content with this ran-
dom call to silence I was
experiencing. Next thing,
the girl beside me tapped
me on the shoulder and
said, "I think we've met
before." 

It was like the voice of
God. I was wondering why
the heck he was asking
me to sit there and be
silent and aware of my sur-
rounding neighbours, when
most of them were jabber-
ing away in a language I
don't speak. 

But there she was - the
face of a friend I initially
didn't recognise. 

I was so relieved that I
hadn't put my earphones
in, only to get off at the
same stop as her (we were
both going to the same
prayer group) and realising
I had been plugged up
when sitting beside a
friend. 

Talk about awkward
silence, that lack of
silence on my part would
have been even more awk-
ward.

You just never know how
a dose of “silence” could
change your day. Even just
some of the time - to be
unplugged from our con-
stant distraction in the
form of music or tutorials.

It's an invitation to mean-
ingful conversation and, of
course, to prayer. It is
often said that God’s first
language is silence. Not
English, not Spanish,
silence. Open yourself to
the possibilities that
silence brings.

■ The shower is a magical
place. Not only can you per-
form "Singing in the Rain"
complete with splashing
effects (guilty), but you can
also have some pretty
decent prayer time.

But what is it about those
three walls and a curtain (or
similar) that inspires
prayer? Is it simply because
it's a time of day when we
have space to ourselves to switch off ? 

Does it have anything to do with the melodic white
noise of water hitting the basin? Is it because we are
finally clean again and not so distracted by that awful BO
we've been deodorising for days? 

These are the important questions we must ask our-
selves. After much deep contemplation and many a
Google search, I realised that it doesn’t have to be the
shower.

It can be any mundane task in which we are physically
but not mentally active. Any act which uses our bodies
but doesn’t necessarily distract our minds. As Saint
Teresa of Calcutta said:

“You can pray while you work. Work doesn't stop prayer
and prayer doesn't stop work. It requires only that small
raising of the mind to him: I love you God, I trust you, I
believe in you, I need you now. Small things like that.
They are wonderful prayers.”

As St. Teresa so eloquently puts it, we can transform
any ordinary task into an opportunity for prayer. No
excuse for not cleaning your room now.

The Shower: a place of prayer?

Have you ever had a sig-
nificant moment of silent
prayer? Just sitting there,

minding your own business, and
Boom! God strikes you?
I’ve never been one much for

silence. Frankly, it’s near impos-
sible to get me to shut up. 
Even silent prayer I have found

difficult, and to this day I’m usu-
ally better with at least having
prayerful music to keep my
mind from wandering to my
wardrobe or fridge.
Having said that, some of my most productive and mem-

orable prayer has occurred when sitting in Adoration in
complete silence. 

‘Basking’
There’s something about sitting before Jesus in the

Eucharist, no medium, no noise, just basking in his sheer
presence that brings out the most intimate form of prayer. 
It’s almost like the cliché that anything worth having is

worth fighting for. At least for me, that’s my relationship
with silence summed up: a struggle but worth it.
Perhaps this Lent you can dedicate part of your day –

even just five minutes – to sitting in silent prayer. If you can
make it to Adoration, that’s even better. 
Allow God to enter your contemplative heart, and allow

yourself to disconnect from the constant distractions we
face. The more you invest in silence, the more you will get
out of it, and the more you will crave it because you will
see its powerful effects.
No matter how short the time you spend on it, I encour-

age you to practise silence this Lent.

You’ve got
kids!

Silent prayer
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THE British Medical
Association has told its staff
that equality and being
"inclusive" means they
should not call pregnant
women "mothers".
Officials at the UK doctors'

union think that traditional
ideas about the roles of men
and women reflect "gender
inequality".
Their new guidelines go on

to say, "we can include inter-
sex men and transmen who
may get pregnant by saying
‘pregnant people’ instead of
‘expectant mothers’.”

Intersex men and transmen
are women who consider
themselves men or "identify"
as men.
Even women’s rights cam-

paigners, however, think the
BMA instruction is absurd.
"As every doctor knows, only
females can have children,"
said Laura Perrins. "To say
otherwise is offensive and
dangerous."
It's not necessary to be a

doctor, however, to know
that only females can have
children.
Perrins added that it was

"an example of the majority
of women being insulted for
a tiny minority of people."
But it is far worse than that.

It is a refusal to accept reality.
It is saying, in effect, "if reali-
ty does not fit in with my
ideas, then reality is wrong."
How do we even begin to

have a rational conversation
with people who think like
that? And there are many of
them.

‘Pro-choice’
Recently, for example, I

spoke with a young "pro-
choice" campaigner, a stu-
dent in Trinity College. 
She was very strong on

what she considered to be
women's rights, though it
was not clear where she
thought these rights might
come from.
She did not accept that the

growing baby in the womb
was a human being, nor that

abortion involved killing that
baby. It simply "terminated a
pregnancy".
How could this otherwise

kind-hearted and intelligent
young woman campaign for
such shocking cruelty and
violence? Only by completely
closing down her reason,
hardening her heart and flat-
ly denying reality.
Is this what a Trinity

College education has come
to?
For her, the unborn child

was only a human being if
the woman thought it was.
So, if the mother didn't
believe that her child was
human, then it wasn't. And
she wasn't an expectant
mother, and ending its life
was not killing.
The student stated that I

would not change her mind.
It seemed like she was saying
there was no point in arguing
from reality and reason. But
what is left? Cynical manipu-
lation of people's emotions?
The might of the most power-
ful?
We need not leave Ireland

to find the "post-truth" cul-
ture. But when some people
are defined as "subhuman"
the door is opened to bar-
barism, as recent European
history shows.

A closer look at
stories in the
round...

Editor’s
Jottings
Editor’s
Jottings

FOR better or worse, the
election of Donald Trump
as US president has begun a
new global era.
Hillary Clinton and the

Democrats were very much
part of the older era, and
would have advanced its
ideology, values, structures
and agencies.
How people view Trump

depends to a great extent on
how they view that passing
era. We need to remember
this, especially when listen-
ing to angry commentators,
as most of them were ardent
fans of that era.
In other words, while

Trump has said and done
many obnoxious things in
the past, and while some of
his policies will merit sharp
criticism, the issues which
divide attitudes towards
him are far more radical. 

Human Rights
In 1945 the era of the Cold

War began, with the US and
western nations on one
side, the Communist bloc
on the other and the Third
World almost lost to sight.
The Universal Declaration

of Human Rights, adopted
by the UN in Paris in 1948,
was an attempt to promote
respect for human dignity
and to provide a moral
basis for peace in the world.
During this time the "arms

race" and the threat of
nuclear war dominated
political debate, interna-
tional relations and the gen-
eral public's concern for
safety and security.
Then came the fall of the

Berlin Wall in 1989 and the
collapse of Communism. A
new era began, an era of
freedom, democracy and
peace based on human
rights, open borders and

economic development.
The vision of a global soci-

ety came into its own. All
peoples, including the poor,
would share in it; dialogue
between cultures and reli-
gions would ensure harmo-
ny; development was the
way forward, consensus the
ideal. 
Not just the economy

would be globalised. The
new society would need a
new global culture, based
on a global ethic promoted
and monitored by the UN.
A torrent of new jargon,

words like autonomy,
minority rights, diversity,
NGOs, gender, governance,
fair trade, awareness-rais-
ing, began to flood politics,
the media and the general
culture.
But at a series of UN con-

ferences in the 1990s this
new ethic was hijacked by
cultural Marxists. They saw
it as a global opportunity to
impose their radical ideolo-
gy.
The EU, a host of UN com-

mittees, and leftwing
NGOs, many funded by US
foundations, played a key
role in infiltrating this new
vision into society.
Everything was progress-

ing nicely, until Brexit and
Trump came along with a
different agenda. And a
new era began.

Behind conflicting
views on Trump

THE Sunday Independent reported that RTE is looking for an
outside company to provide "diversity and inclusion aware-
ness training" to its staff and management.
RTE refused to say what money has been set aside to pay for

the project. But the training or therapy is to ensure that RTE
"reflects the lives, experiences and stories of all the communi-
ties on the island."
"Diversity training" sounds very like the kind of Orwellian

"re-education" that last century's communist bloc countries
used on dissidents who didn't toe the party line. 
It is one of the latest PC fads in the corporate world. As RTE

says: "This type of training has been successfully used by
other broadcasters who are leaders in this area." 
But how is "success" measured here or what makes a broad-

caster "a leader in this area"?
Bunker

Perhaps RTE bosses are trying to tackle the narrow, absurd
groupthink that prevails among so many of its editorial staff,
to help them see that there is a big world outside their bunker.
The New York Times definitely sees itself as a media leader.

But its chief editor Dean Baquet has admitted that America's
media elites can't understand the vast majority of people in
the US or the world.
"We don't get religion. We don't get the role of religion in

people's lives," he said. "And I think we can do much, much
better."
By and large the Irish

media have the same prob-
lem, so if "diversity training"
helps RTE staff to challenge
their own narrow ideology
it might be a good thing.

The Nazis regarded Jewish
people as ‘subhuman’.

President Trump

Culture bids farewell to reality and reason

EU leader Donald Tusk has been trying to create
some level of stability in the EU as it faces a turbu-
lent political and economic future.
He wanted to distinguish between "what is shal-

low and unimportant in European tradition and
what is lasting, valuable, and unique — freedom of
spirit."
Freedom was the central, almost the only, value he

could see. "It is in culture and freedom that we will
rediscover the essence of Europe," he said.
Political change was necessary, "on condition that

it does not restrict freedom as a core value."
For him, "today’s world is full of barbarians for

whom freedom and culture, as we understand
them, have become targets to attack." Against them
we must defend "human freedom and civil rights".

Deep crisis
What Tusk utterly failed to see is that this distort-

ed vision, even without the help of barbarians, will
doom Europe, will guarantee EU disintegration.
With this kind of thinking at the top it is no surprise
that the EU is in deep crisis.
Talk about "culture", "freedom", "rights" and "val-

ues" is just a desperate attempt to hide the empti-
ness at the heart of the secularist political and cul-
tural ideal, an ideal devoid of vision and real hope.
Another fashionable but deceptive slogan is "dia-

logue". Whether in politics, ecumenism or culture,
too often "dialogue" is conducted with no real aim,
because nobody will ask what its purpose is.
What held Europe together for 17 centuries,

despite many dreadful wars, was not a passion for
freedom, but a respect and quest for truth.
This quest drew on both Christian revelation and

on reason, recognised that life had a purpose
beyond this life, and sought to know that purpose.
What we need today is a new commitment to

truth. When it comes to
the value and purpose
of human life and the
issue of how we should
live, the truth is not
hard to find.
It may not always be

to our taste, but that
does not make it less
true. When Tusk and
Co. begin once again to
talk about truth, then
we will know they are
serious about our future
and the future of the
EU.

Focus on freedom
destroying EU

Donald Tusk

RTE to ‘re-educate’
staff into diversity
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■ Is it the first time ever? A
journalist has remarked on
the leftwing ideology that
has ruled the higher levels
of the Irish civil service for
decades, shaping policies
and deciding which groups
get taxpayers' money.
David Quinn asked why

the Labour Party leftwing
agenda has so much influ-
ence in society, even when
the party is not in power. 
One reason, he wrote, is

because "a lot of senior civil
servants appear to support
the 'Labour tendency',"
(Irish Independent 27/01/17).
This was evident, for

instance, "in the sort of
groups which government
departments fund and have
friendly dealings with.
They are frequently left-
wing and never conserva-
tive."
Quinn noted that a great

many lobby groups are left-
wing and have many allies

in government depart-
ments. 
It was no accident, then,

that Education Minister
Richard Bruton "unveiled
his plan to change the
schools' admissions policy
at a meeting of Equate."
Equate is "a left-wing

pressure group with almost
no real grass-roots support
for its campaign against
denominational schools."
What's really odd, howev-

er, is that the views
expressed each week by
Quinn (Independent) and
Breda O'Brien (Irish Times)
are rarely heard from other
Irish journalists. 
Using solid research and

careful argument, they
reveal important stories the
rest of the media ignore. 

Being so different to the
usual media viewpoint, the
two actually highlight the
depth and extent of group-
think across the media,
both in print and in RTE. 

‘Consultation process’
O'Brien too noted that

Bruton announced his plan
for a “consultation process”
on admissions to faith
schools at an event run by
Equate. 
This leftwing group,

advised by Labour's Rúairí
Quinn and funded by the
One Foundation, cam-
paigns for secularist educa-
tion.
O'Brien hammered the

media over their failure to
ask any of the key ques-
tions raised by Bruton's
announcement, made

"while sitting at a table paid
for by the One Foundation."
But the Minister knew

that few journalists would
challenge him, the media
having become "cheerlead-
ers for the well-funded and
powerful." 
Instead of tough media

questions to the Minister
"there was a predictable
obliging chorus of 'End dis-
crimination! Ban the bap-
tismal barrier!'.”  
In fact, selection criteria

only apply in a tiny number
of schools where too few
places are available, due to
bad planning. "But succes-
sive ministers have not
been challenged on their
lack of planning," remarked
O'Brien. 
Media cheerleading also

implies that religious edu-
cation is divisive, while sec-
ularist education is suppos-
edly neutral. But there is no
such thing as neutral edu-
cation.
Opponents of faith-based

education, she argued,
"want a one-size-fits-all
approach that will discrimi-
nate against people who
want a religious ethos." 
How is that neutral?, she

asked, or in keeping with
religious freedom.
In fact, the minister's pro-

posals would actually
reduce choice for the many
parents for whom religion
is not an issue.
To "combat slick, well-

funded lobby groups who
want to end denomination-
al education," she advised,
voters must make their
views clear to their politi-
cians:
That they want under-

funding and overcrowding
to be fixed, and what is
working well, their local
schools, to be protected.

Second highest
Few in the media, noted

O'Brien, have pointed out
that primary class sizes
here are the second-highest
in Europe.
Or that faith schools "are

highly valued and sought
after elsewhere, including
the UK, where Catholic
schools in particular are
recognised as academically
excellent and socially and
ethnically diverse."

Quinn too saw Bruton's
proposals as "only the latest
of a series of attacks on the
rights of faith schools" by
Labour and now Fine Gael.
For him, Fine Gael's agen-

da on social issues is now
basically as liberal/left as
that of Labour.
For example, it goes along

with radical feminist
Katherine Zappone's plans
which "will discriminate
heavily in favour of day
care and against other
child-care options, includ-
ing care at home by a par-
ent."
Zappone, said Quinn,

"wants as many women as
possible in the workplace,
whether they like it or not,
and that means children in
day care."
Again, Fine Gael plans to

hold a referendum to
remove legal protection
from unborn children.
Wth many journalists

bombarding politicians
with agenda-driven ques-
tions, "Fine Gael has found
it easier to simply lie down
and roll over rather than
fight back."
But support for the left-

wing social agenda prevails
not only among senior civil
servants, lobby groups and
in the media.
"Many academics and

lawyers too share the same
worldview as the Labour
party," said Quinn. 
He saw no prospect of a

pushback against the left-
wing tendency under pre-
sent political conditions.
"Politicians either go along
with it or are scared to
stand up to it," he said. 
O'Brien and Quinn have

raised many crucial issues
in their articles. Why are
the rest of the media so
silent about these issues?

MediaWatch

Presented with a drama
about a hostile youth,
child welfare and fos-

tering you'd probably
assume you were facing into
a sobering few hours. But
this film takes a completely
different approach.

Set in New Zealand, Ricky
Baker (Julian Dennison) is
an unwanted boy who has
spent his entire life in care
and has a long record of dis-
obedience, petty theft and
trouble. 

The welfare services bring

him to be fostered by Bella
(Rima Ta Wiata) and her
husband Hec (Sam Neill).
Hec is a gruff, grumpy
farmer but Bella is warm,
funny and sympathetic to
Ricky as he tries to adapt to
his new environment. 

For the first time in his life,
Ricky starts to feel at home
and cared for. But this is
tragically short-lived when
Bella dies suddenly. 

Expecting to be taken back
into state-care, Ricky runs
away into the bush that is

unfamiliar to him. The reluc-
tant Hec goes after him but
no sooner tracks him down
than he has an accident,
fracturing his foot. 

Mismatched souls
Now unable to traverse the

wild forest, the two mis-
matched souls must camp
out together for six weeks.
Their problems only esca-
late when they return home
to discover that the authori-
ties are searching for them,
believing that Hec has

abducted Ricky. 
Sure that they will never be

allowed to return home, the
pair go on the run for real.
For months the quirky duo
evade welfare, police and
bounty hunters and
encounter other outsiders
as eccentric as they are.

Eventually their escapades
attract national media inter-
est which makes their
adventure all the more per-
ilous but their bond all the
stronger.

This strange movie han-

dles serious themes in a
zany, unconventional way.
But it is sensitive and intu-
itive, offbeat but charming,
unsentimental yet full of
heart.

It shows how families
come in different shapes
and can be formed at any
time in any place.

• Warnings for language
and adult references.

The issues ignored by groupthinking media

■ Donald Trump's intention to
build a wall along the US border
with Mexico to keep out illegal
immigrants has received massive
media attention on this side of the
Atlantic. And practically all of it has
been disapproving.
Was this out of concern for the

would-be migrants or was it just an
excuse for an extra bit of Trump-
bashing by the leftwing media?
If they are really so concerned

about migrants, why have the
media given so little attention to the
EU's mighty wall-building project
to defend its own borders. And why
no outrage at that project?
Apart from the physical border

walls that have been built in the EU
(can you name the countries?) there
is the multi-billion euro deal with

Turkey to keep migrants there
rather than letting them cross into
Europe.
Now EU leaders have agreed to

cut a similar type deal with Libya to
keep out migrants from Africa.
Shiploads of money and equipment
will be poured into the north
African country so that it can build
the EU barrier.
But why are the Irish and other EU

media not up in arms about this
"wall"? Why so little attention to it?
And where are the street protesters?
Enda Kenny wanted to stress that

the migrants coming through Libya
were not refugees from war-torn
countries.
Italy's prime minister, he said,

"made the point that of the 180,000
that had travelled last year to Italy,
none of these were Libyans. 
"So Libya is a country of transit

and these are all economic
migrants, which is a very different
proposition from thousands and
thousands of refugees,” said Kenny.
But did no journalist think to ask

him why it is wrong for Trump to
build a wall to keep out "economic
migrants", but it's ok for EU politi-
cians to do the same?

Building border walls in US and EU

• MGM Pictures 
• Directed by Taike Waititi

FILMReview Hunt for the Wilder
People

Government buildings.
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Britain's exit from the EU will have massive eco-
nomic, social and employment consequences for
Ireland. And it is virtually impossible to see how

the border will be anything but "hard".
Yet the EU has refused to begin even informal Brexit

negotiations until the UK notifies it of its decision to
leave the union. The Irish government under Enda
Kenny has supported this position.
Here we have an example of our political elite kow-

towing to Brussels rather than putting the interests of
the Irish people first.
Indeed, the people have been completely excluded

from any debate about the benefits of Ireland staying in
the EU or leaving it. There is no Citizens' Assembly on
this issue. Our political masters know best, as they did
in Britain.
Ireland’s recent grovelling to a UN committee sup-

posedly promoting human rights but actually abus-
ing its power to advance an anti-family, anti-life, left-
wing agenda is another example of establishment
betrayal of the people.
It is this kind of arrogance of the elites that led to the

revolt of the masses in the US and now across Europe.
Marine Le Pen, expected to top the poll in the first

round of France's presidential election, has said the old
division of left-right is out of date; the division now is
between patriots and globalists.
There is some truth in this. Growing numbers of peo-

ple in Europe are no longer willing to let unelected offi-
cials in Brussels or at the UN make the decisions which
have major impact on their lives and livelihood.

Lobby groups
Here, as in the US, the media have sided with the

political elites. And with the network of lobby groups
funded by multi-billionaires to push their economic and
social agendas.
President Trump has described the US media as "in

many ways the opposition party... a big portion of the
media, the dishonesty, total deceit and deception."
It was certainly extraordinary that almost the entire

US media industry backed Hillary Clinton, despite her
shocking record. 
So Trump is far from alone in seeing the media as "the

opposition party", as on the side of the political and cor-
porate elites. 
In Ireland the politico-media establishment is not

the opposition, it is in power, cut off from the peo-
ple, disregarding their concerns and promoting the
globalist ethic.
Will it be able to learn from what has been happening

elsewhere and change, or must we go through our own
social-political revolt? 

Alive!

Can they learn?

The real story, it seems, is
not what is happening before
the cameras but the deci-
sions being made behind the
scenes and the unknown peo-
ple making them.

They are the ones who
decide, for example, who
should address the Assembly
and how the discussions
should be framed.

At a recent meeting of the
Assembly, for example, only
one of the four contributors
giving evidence respected the
right to life of the unborn,
whom he described as “total-
ly without power”.

Responding to the line-up of
speakers, prolife spokes-
woman, Sinéad Slattery said
it was “bizarre" that BPAS
should be invited to make a
presentation under the head-
ing of "case studies" and

"care paths".
A leading abortion provider

in Britain, she noted, it has
campaigned against Ireland’s
protection for the unborn.

Slattery argued that fair play
demanded that the closing
two weekends focus almost
exclusively on the achieve-
ments of the 8th Amendment
in protecting human life and
dignity.

"Otherwise," she said, "the
entire process will be tainted
and any recommendations
coming from the Assembly
will lack credibility.”

‘Pro-abortion rally’
Elphin's Bishop Kevin Doran

believed that the Assembly
meetings were “becoming
more and more like a pro-
abortion rally.”

According to Sinn Féin TD
Peadar Tóibín, the outcome of
the assembly is in “little
doubt if it continues to stack
sessions with pro-choice wit-
nesses.”

For Independent TD Mattie

THE Citizens' Assembly
is coming in for growing
criticism from those
concerned for the pro-
tection of human life, as
it appears more and
more to be a platform for
promoting abortion in
Ireland.

Serious questions about
Citizens’ Assembly

McGrath the invitation to the
pro-abortion Guttmacher
Institue was “misguided and
profoundly problematic” and
the Assembly now suffers
from a “fatal lack of fairness”.

Organisers were taken
aback to receive more than
13,500 submissions from the
public. Of these, 70% wanted
to keep the 8th and just 28%
would repeal it. All the written
submissions backed the

Amendment.
Breda O'Brien, in the Irish

Times, noted that Justice
Mary Laffoy who chairs the
Assembly, being a woman of
principle, resigned from a
Commission in the past
because she could not carry
out her work with integrity.

"In this matter of life and
death, integrity was never
more needed," commented
O'Brien.

The Love
that Made
Mother
Teresa
By David Scott
• Mother Teresa was
famous for her love for
the poor, a woman with a
will whose strength has
been matched by few
souls in history.
• In considering Mother Teresa, her private visions,
and her secret sufferings, David Scott has discovered
scores of early episodes and chance encounters that
point to later, larger meanings.

• These pages bring to light little-known stories from
Mother Teresa’s life that will help you to grow in
your love of God.
Please send me the book. I enclose €15 (includes P&P)
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We accept Visa/Master/ Laser card orders by phone,
email or through our website.  

Or send payment to:
Family & Life, Freepost, 26 Mountjoy Square, 
Dublin 1. Tel: 01 8552790; Email: fandl@iol.ie
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FANTASTIC BOOK OFFER
FROM FAMILY & LIFE!

ONE of the Holy Land's
most famous churches, the
Church of the Multiplication
of the Loaves and Fish, has
reopened after it was seri-
ously damaged in an arson
attack two years ago (right).

The attack on the church,
built beside the Sea of
Galilee in northern Israel,
was blamed on Jewish
extremists. A verse in Hebrew denouncing the worship of
"false gods" was spraypainted on a wall at the church.

Israel's President Reuven Rivlin attended the reopening
ceremony, in order to say "loud and clearly, that hate cannot
win.”

In recent years Jewish extremists have targeted mosques,
churches and Israeli groups working for peace.

Feeding church reopens after attack
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Igrew up in Dublin in a good hard-
working family. I had an older broth-
er and a younger sister. When I was

thirteen years of age, my family broke
up and I had to move home. This left me
very wounded. 
I left school at fifteen with no educa-

tion or trade. I began doing drugs and
ended up addicted to many different
types of drugs, looking for the secret of
happiness. My journey of addiction
would last for over fourteen years.
At first the drugs gave me confidence.

After a while they became my God and
I used them to escape from all my prob-
lems. 
The first thing I would think of when I

opened my eyes in the morning was
how am I going to get drugs today. It
was like oxygen, I could not function or
communicate without them. 
When I was taking heroin I did a lot of

things that I now regret, and I ended up
in prison a few times. 
During this time, I met my girlfriend

who also was an addict and in 1996 we
started a methadone program for six
years. We also had our first baby, a little
girl who, to our shame, was born
addicted to methadone. 
Life on methadone was horrific, it was

like being sedated all the time with no
quality of life. After fourteen years of
active addiction I was left a very broken
person. 
When I went to my doctor for help his

only answer was to give me more and
more medication and tablets. I was left
very suicidal and I lost the will to live. 
In so much physical mental and emo-

tional pain, I felt the only answer would
be to kill myself. 
In 2002, however, my sister heard

about a residential addiction treatment
centre in Knock, County Mayo, called
Community Cenacolo. 
The Cenacolo way, shaped by the

vision of the Italian nun, Mother Elvira,
who founded it over 30 years ago, is one
of recovery from addiction through
prayer, work and friendship. 
All 60 Cenacolo houses worldwide

have the same structure. No TV, news-
papers, radio, internet or mobile
phones. 
The day starts at 6am and includes

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
working in pairs: tending animals, cut-
ting firewood, preparing food, cleaning,
building and maintenance. 
There is time for music, football, etc,

communal prayer and Scripture reading
and the lads all eat together. The, day
full of work and fresh air, is good for
mind and soul. 
There is no paid staff in Cenacolo and

no charge for the people who join.
Cenacolo gets no government funding
or social welfare and relies purely on
divine providence and the generosity of
donors. 
When they are in need of anything

they pray for it. People just knock at the
door with food and with clothes, and
it’s in these moments that you really see
God working. 

When I contacted the Cenacolo
Community I had to attend an
assessment meeting and do a

few working days there before they
would take me in. It took a bit of getting
use to but I was willing to try anything
to get my life back.
I started to pray the rosary with the

lads and I got a great sense of peace
from this. I remember the first time I got
enough courage to call out a decade of
the rosary in the chapel. 
It was the first time I had heard the

tone of my voice in years with no drugs
inside me but it was a big thing for me
to push myself to do it. 
Adoration of the Most Blessed

Sacrament was new for me in Cenacolo.
The lads opened the tabernacle and
exposed the Blessed Sacrament three
times a day when we prayed the three
rosaries in the chapel.
Every time I shared a difficulty I was

having the lads would say to me tell
Jesus in the Tabernacle your difficulties.
It took me a while to understand the
true presence of Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament. 
But in moments of Adoration the over-

whelming sense of peace love and heal-
ing I experienced was unreal. With the
help of Cenacolo I learnt how to live a
normal life again with the healing
power of Jesus in the Eucharist. 
Before Cenacolo my life was in total

darkness. When I had a problem, I took
drugs but now when life gets difficult I
pray to the risen Jesus and his holy
Mother for help and they have never let
me down. 
While I was in Cenacolo my girlfriend

did a short detox in a Dublin detox cen-
tre and then we got married in 2005.
With the help of Cenacolo my wife

and I are drug-free for over 14 years and
we have been blessed with 10 children. 
Every morning when I wake up I

thank God for the gift of life and for all
the beautiful
people he has
put in my life. 

• Damien
Richardson is
studying to
become an 
addiction 
counsellor.

GOD
MEANS TO

ME!

WHAT

by Tom English

Scraps

scrapscolumn@gmail.com

Sing Street: just another
anti-Catholic film?
FOLLOWING the rave reviews of the film Sing Street, I got the
opportunity to watch it myself on Netflix. I could identify with
the film as it is about a young man (Conor) growing up in the
1980s, particulary focusing on his time in a Christian Brothers’
school and his home life.
The film captures the 1980 young

music scene well with all the banter
and romance thrown in.
Unfortunately though, it is pock-
marked with anti-Catholic clichés
which ruin an otherwise heart-felt
movie.
When Conor has to move to a

‘lower-class’ school because of the
recession and the imminent break-
up of his parents’ marriage, his
older brother Brendan makes a ref-
erence to be on his guard against the
Christian Brothers who engage in
the “systematic beating of their
young charges”. And when their
father asked them what the school’s Latin motto meant, the
older son quips: “Let’s rape our students”.
Further on, Brendan tells his kid brother about their parents’

relationship: “Two Catholics in a rented flat who just got mar-
ried because they wanted to have sex - they didn’t even love
each other”. So it’s the Catholic Church to blame for their par-
ents splitting up? 
When Conor arrives at his new school, an old Christian

Brother is drinking alcohol from a hip flask while he has his
back to the class.
Another scene: when Conor goes to school with make-up on

his face (like a Duran Duran band member), the Head Brother
violently forces him to wash it off in the school toilet, but not
before he (oddly) offers Conor to use the bathroom attached to
his office to clean it off: “You can use my bathroom if you like.
Come on in here”. I wonder what the director was trying to
infer here?

Bullies
The final school scene shows the band mocking the Head

Brother, referring to him as a bully, even though the biggest
school bully is on stage with the band! Conor, with a rainbow-
strapped guitar, shouts: “[This song] is for every Christian
Brother and for every bully you ever knew”. The message here
seems to be - it’s okay to forgive bullies just so long as they’re
not Christian Brothers.
The film is dedicated to ‘older brothers’. But Conor’s older

bother is not exactly a good role model. He is a university
drop-out who smokes hash in front of his family, including a
younger sister. Is the Church to blame for this as well?
Now I know this is only a movie, but the reason why I men-

tion these scenes is because my experience of school life with
the Christian Brothers in the 1980s is so far removed from what
is portrayed in Sing Street. The Brothers who taught in my
school were dedicated men who loved teaching the lads and
encouraged us in every way possible. Above all, they taught us
to put God at the centre of our lives.
There were lay teachers then, however, who used violence to

get their way but I don’t think we’ll see a movie about them
now, will we? 
I feel sorry for anybody who has had a bad experience with

the Brothers in the past and this film may only confirm their
memories and strengthen their prejudices and add a further
nail in the coffin for ‘bad old Catholic Ireland’.
But from somebody who was brought up in a non-religious

household my personal memories of the Christian Brothers are
very positive.

Clarity is charity
■ As a result of their interpretation of Amoris Laetitia, the bish-
ops of Malta have given the green light to divorced and civilly
remarried Catholics in their dioceses to receive Communion if
they are “at peace with God”. One wonders if other bishops
across the world will follow suit. But what will be done in one
diocese may not be permitted in another. So we need clarity
from Pope Francis.
In school, if a teacher explains a lesson that’s vague, you put

your hand up and ask for clarity, no? Or am I being too rigid?
More on this next month.

COLUMN

Blessed Edmund Ignatius
Rice, Founder of the

Congregation of Christian
Brothers

● Community Cenacolo is free. It
provides residential treatment for
alcohol, drug and other addictions.
Info from communitycenacolo.ie or
Tel: 09493 88286 or Jean 087- 2687040.

Pope: media must respect people’s reputations
POPE Francis has highlighted the
media's responsibility to be truth-
ful, given their power to form pub-
lic opinion.

"They are the builders of a society,"
said the Pope in an interview. "In and of
themselves, they are made to build, to
interchange, to fraternise, to make us
think, to educate. In themselves they
are positive."

But they can become harmful, he
warned, since they are used by sinners.

"Disinformation is probably the great-
est damage that the media can do, as
opinion is guided in one direction,
neglecting the other part of the truth,"
he said.

Faced with a particular situation,
"they may say only a part of the truth,
and not the rest. This is disinformation. 

"Because you give only half the truth
to the listener or the observer, there-
fore it is not possible to make a serious
judgement."

He continued: "The media should be
clear, transparent, and not fall prey to
the sickness of always wanting to com-
municate scandal, to communicate ugly
things, even though they may be true."

Another temptation is calumny, used
"to slander, to sully people, especially
in the world of politics."

Francis stressed that "every person
has the right to a good reputation. 

"Perhaps in their previous life, or ten
years ago, they had a problem with jus-
tice, or a problem in their family life.
Bringing this to light is serious and

harmful; it can annul a person."
The Pope distinguished between slan-

der, telling a lie about a person, and
defamation, "uncovering something
that is true, but already in the past, and
which has already been paid for with a
jail sentence, a fine, or whatever."

There is no right to defame a person,
he said, "it is a sin and it is harmful."

Under Mary’s
protection
■ AWashington photographer spot-
ted that one of Donald Trump's
nominees for a key post in his cabi-
net was wearing socks with an
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe
imprinted on them at his Senate
confirmation hearing.
Ryan Zinke from Montana was

being quizzed about his suitability
for the job of Secretary of the
Interior.
But The Washington Post's Melina

Mara posted a photo on Instagram
drawing attention to his socks.

Others have pointed out that
Zinke is Lutheran, not a Catholic,
and questioned whether his choice
of socks had any religious signifi-
cance for him. "Maybe he just liked
the way it looked, who knows!,"
said one comment.
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● EU laws
The best estimate is that

there are now at least 40,000
legal acts, 15,000 court ver-
dicts and 62,000 internation-
al standards binding on us
by virtue of EU member-
ship.
— Dominic Grieve, barrister

and Tory MP 

● People bullied
It was not just a civilised

debate that went on before
the Brexit campaign. It was
a serious amount of bully-
ing of the public in Britain to
stay in the EU, or else...
The people were bullied,

the people didn’t listen to
them, people saw that the
EU was in serious difficul-
ties and they voted to regain
control of their borders. And
they were totally right.
It’s very important to

remember that Britain is in a
much stronger position than

the rest of continental
Europe.
Italy is basically bankrupt,

Greece is bankrupt, Spain is
bankrupt and when we are
out of the EU the vast major-
ity of people will see it is a
great decision for Britain.
— Laura Perrins, Question

Time, BBC

● Opposition
I think the media is the

opposition party in many
ways. I’m not talking about
all of them, I know people in
the media that I have
tremendous respect for. But
a big portion of the media,
the dishonesty, total deceit
and deception. 
It makes them certainly

partially the opposition
party, absolutely. I think
they’re much more capable
than the opposition party.
The opposition party is los-
ing badly. Now the media is
on the opposition party’s
side.
And I actually said to

myself, they treat me so
unfairly it’s hard to believe
that I won. But the fortunate
thing about me is I have a
big voice, a voice that peo-
ple understand. And you
see it now. We’re bringing
back jobs.

— President Trump, inter-
view on CBN (Christian
Broadcasting Network). 

● Trump talks to CBN
To be on par, if you will,

with ABC and Fox News
with Sean Hannity, it really
gave me a sense that it was a
new day in Washington D.C. 
He had said all along that

it was time to change the
way his administration
dealt with the media. And I
think he was making good
on that promise by having
CBN News be a major part
of the media equation...
If he’s really serious about

cutting through the clutter
of the mainstream media,
then he needs to be looking
to talk directly to our type of
audience.
My pitch was that we are

an audience made up of
‘deplorables’ who call them-
selves proudly deplorable
and these are the folks that

got Donald Trump elected
president of the United
States.
— David Brody, political cor-

respondent at CBN.

● Bolshevik Revolution
It’s been reported that

Dublin City Council is to
spend €30,000 of taxpayers’
hard-earned cash commem-
orating the centenary of the
Bolshevik Revolution. 
It seems an odd use of

money given the fact that
the local authority is always
claiming to be cash-
strapped. 
But, money aside, it’ll be

interesting to see how the
events that created the Soviet
Union will be commemorat-
ed. Will, for example, focus
be given to the tens of mil-
lions of people killed under
communist rule? 
Let’s hope it doesn’t

descend into an historical
nostalgia exercise lauding

the Bolshevik ‘ideals’.
— Michael Kelly of Irish

Catholic

● Heroic Streep?
Receiving an "Ally for

Equality" award Meryl
Streep once again congratu-
lated herself on her courage
in criticising Donald Trump.
"It's embarrassing and terri-
fying to put the target on
your forehead," she said.
But in the context, it is

hard to give Streep points
for bravery. Had she stood
before the audience of
LGBTQ activists and their
progressive supporters to
defend Trump, that would
have shown courage. 
Confirming the opinion of

her listeners and portraying
Trump's critics (including
herself) as bold dissidents
seems more like a profile in
conformity.
— Jacob Sullum of

Reason.com

THE THINGS THEY SAY...

JJUUSSTT FFOORR PPRRIIEESSTTSS

Awasp is a most extra-
ordinary creature:
although it is so tiny,

it can eat, see, walk and fly.
It can build a nest and
reproduce. And it can sting.
Despite all our technologi-

cal advances, the greatest
man-made achievements
come nowhere near the
wonder of a wasp. And yet
when one approaches us
our reaction is to try to kill
it.
Our capacity for wonder is

remarkably limited, and is
soon exhausted. Maybe
that's the only way we can
survive in such an extraor-
dinary world.
Through his plan of salva-

tion God has made our
world even more wonderful
than anything we could
imagine. Could we ever
even begin to appreciate the
wonder of God sending his
Son as our saviour?
But it is important that we

keep some sense of wonder
- this is what lets us see that
life is worth living, and that
the future is full of promise.

Central to wonder is the
worship of God. In worship,
in the readings and prayers
of Mass, for example, we
recall again and again the
immense love of God for us,
and we try to enter ever
more deeply into that love.
But even here routine can

set in very quickly. It may be
God's word, but our minds
are distracted by a host of
concerns. 

Rattle off
As priests we may be

addressing Almighty God,
but we rattle off our words
as if they meant little or
nothing.
And if the priest at Mass

acts like this, how much
more difficult will it be for
the congregation to stay
focused on the wonderful
events being celebrated.
Perhaps, then, we need to

review from time to time,
just how carefully and rev-

erently we as a community
celebrate Mass.
Since the priest "sets the

tone", we begin with our-
selves. Do we prepare the
books beforehand, so that
there is no flicking through
pages as we desperately
search for the day's readings
or the special preface?
Does the way we approach

the altar indicate a sense of
awe at what we are about to
celebrate? Does it help to
focus the congregation's
attention on God?
Do we recite the prayers as

though we are addressing
the Father, and not simply
reciting empty words?
Given the richness of the

prayers we all need time to
absorb what we are saying.
So rushing the words is real-
ly not on.
The Gloria and the Creed

are recited by the whole
community, but too often
each person is going at his
or her own pace in a purely
individualistic way.
The readings need to be

prepared beforehand, not
simply to check that there
are no "big words", but to
ensure the meaning of the
text is correctly conveyed.
Being able to take part in

Mass is the greatest privi-
lege given to us in this life.
We need to express that to
ourselves and to others in
the way we celebrate.

Laura Perrins

How we
celebrate
Mass does
matter

Handing On The Faith
Aoife Hogan

Lent is a time for prayer,
fasting and helping the
poor (almsgiving). Let

us, as a family, give God the
best we can throughout the
40 days of Lent. 
We all have our own per-

sonal relationship with Jesus
but here I'd like to suggest a
way that brings Lent into the
family home.
It is up to each family, of

course, to embrace Lent in
the way that is most suitable
and loving for its members.
But it's important not to let
this graced time pass by
unnoticed.
One thing I do with my class

to highlight Lent is to make a
Lenten-Easter Wreath to
hang on our door and at
times place in our Sacred
Space. 
A Lenten-Easter Wreath

helps the children to pray
through Lent, just as an
Advent wreath helps them
pray through Advent and pre-
pare for Christmas. 
The wreath has violet, rose

and red triangles and tree
twigs on one side for Lent
and bright coloured blooms
on the reverse side for
Easter.
Making the Wreath: Cut a

large circle from a piece of
white poster board and then
cut a circle out of the centre
of that to form the wreath. 
Cut different shaped trian-

gles from construction paper,
in shades of violet, rose, and
red, and glued the pieces all
over the wreath (creating a
mosaic look). 
Glue on a few tree twigs

here and there around the
wreath. Cut blooms from

Spring-coloured construction
paper and glud them to the
other side of the wreath.
As a family: Place the

wreath in your family Sacred
Space, Lent side up. Around
the outer edge of the wreath
lay six tea-light candles. As a
family you will gather round
the wreath six times during
Lent. 
During the first gathering,

explain that you will meet
each week for prayer around
the wreath to reflect and dis-
cuss its symbolism like this:

● The wreath is a circle that

reminds us of eternity and life
everlasting, which is ours
because of Jesus’ death and
Resurrection.

● The colour violet symbol-
ises the acts of self-sacrifice
we make during Lent in
penance for our sins and in
preparation to celebrate the
Resurrection. 
The priest wears violet vest-

ments on Ash Wednesday
and the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th
Sundays of Lent.

● The rose colour symbolis-
es the joy we experience as
we anticipate the
Resurrection. The priest
wears rose vestments on the
4th Sunday of Lent.

● The colour red represents
sacrifice, especially the sacri-
fice of Jesus on Calvary. The
priest wears red vestments
on Palm Sunday.

● The tree twigs represent
the crown of thorns that was
part of the suffering Jesus
endured.
During the first week of Lent

one tea-light is lit for your
family prayer. Two tea-lights
are lit during the second week
of Lent, and so on.
On Easter Sunday, the

Easter side of the wreath is
displayed, surrounded with
the six tea-lights, and one
large white candle in the cen-
tre of the wreath. 
With all the candles lit your

family prayer focuses on
Jesus, the Light of the World. 

Lent: a time of grace for your family

Easter Wreath

Lenten Wreath
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Monthly Meditation
Misshapen vessel
or many people today, Christianity, with its
claim to be true, seems to be particularly blind
to the limits of all our knowledge concerning

what is divine.
It is characterised by an especially foolish fanaticism, so

that it cannot be taught and insists on saying that the bit
[of the elephant] it has felt in its own experience is the
whole thing…
And yet, someone who is born blind knows that he was

not born to be blind and therefore will not cease to ask
why he is blind and to seek a way out of his blindness.
Likewise, man’s resignation to the verdict that, when it

comes to what is essential, that on which his life ultimate-
ly depends, he was born blind is merely apparent. 
The titanic attempt to take possession of the whole

world, to get from our life and for our life whatever might
be possible, shows that man is not content with that ver-
dict. 
For if he does not know whence he comes and whither he

is going, then is he not, in all his being, just a mis-shapen
vessel?
The apparent composure of the farewell to truth about

God and about the essential nature of our selves, the seem-
ing content at no longer having to bother about this, is
deceptive. 
Man cannot come to terms with being born blind, and

remaining blind, where essential things are concerned.
The farewell to truth can never be final.

F

— Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI)

KNOW YOUR 

FAITHWith the shortage of
priests today, some
parishes in Europe

have begun to replace Mass,
even on a Sunday, with a
Eucharistic service led by a
deacon or a lay person.

This service usually consists
of the readings from the Mass,
various hymns and prayers
and the distribution of Holy
Communion.

If it is reverently celebrated it
may appear to some Catholics
as more attractive than the
Mass. Indeed, many would find
it difficult to explain the differ-
ence between Mass and this
kind of communion service.

This is not surprising, given
that leading Catholic theolo-
gians like Rahner and
Schillebeeckx, to mention the
most famous, have been
spreading a distorted under-
standing of the Mass over the
past 60 years or so.

They have put an immense
focus on the Eucharist as a
community celebration
designed to build up communi-
ty. At the same time they have
played down the sacrificial
nature of the Mass, the fact
that the Mass is a sacrifice.

For many of them the notion
of sacrifice was too crude and
too primitive for our sophisti-
cated times.

Pope John Paul II, however,
was alarmed by this develop-
ment, and tried to correct it in
his great encyclical letter,
Ecclesia de Eucharistia.

He wrote: "At times one
encounters an extremely
reductive understanding of the
Eucharistic mystery. Stripped

Mass a Sacrifice

of its sacrificial meaning, it is
celebrated as if it were simply
a fraternal banquet.

"Furthermore, the necessity
of the ministerial priesthood,
grounded in apostolic succes-
sion, is at times obscured and
the sacramental nature of the
Eucharist is reduced to its
mere effectiveness as a form
of proclamation" (No.10).

True nature
John Paul used the words

"sacrifice" or "sacrificial" over
70 times in the letter, not to
speak of other terms linked
with sacrifice. 

He was clearly concerned to
refocus the Church's attention
on the true nature of the Mass
as a sacrifice, the sacrifice of
Calvary.

His concern with "ministerial
priesthood" was tied in with
this. For Catholics a priest is a
man who, in the person of
Christ (in persona Christi),
offers sacrifice.

Without the priest there can
be no sacrifice. Without sacri-
fice there is no need for a
priest - anyone can lead the
communion service. Priest
and sacrifice go together.

One important way to recov-
er our understanding of the
sacrifice of the Mass is by
careful attention to the words
of the Mass. Here we notice
how frequently the theme of
sacrifice is mentioned, indicat-
ing its importance.

The Prophets, Part 27.

The last hands to edit
the Book of Amos and
much of the Old

Testament were those of
Judaism after the exile (587
B.C.). The book's present
form came from these cir-
cles. The result is a mes-
sage of hope. 

The Lord will shake Israel
like a sieve but everything of
value will remain. The Lord
will raise up the fallen house
of David: 

“I will command, and
shake the house of Israel
among all the nations as
one shakes with a sieve, but
no pebble shall fall upon the
earth … In that day I will
raise up the booth of David
that is fallen and repair its
breaches, and raise up its
ruins, and rebuild it as in the
days of old” (9:9-11).

Indeed hope that looks to
the Messiah is the final

message of Amos. The
house of David will be raised
up again and the mountains
will flow with wine. 

Abundance of wine was a
sign associated with the
coming of the Messiah. This
is why the account of the
Wedding at Cana is so pow-
erful. The jars of wine are a
sign that Jesus is the await-
ed Messiah. 

“Behold, the days are com-
ing … when the ploughman
shall overtake the reaper
and the treader of grapes
him who sows the seed; the
mountains shall drip sweet
wine, and all the hills shall
flow with it. 

"I will restore the fortunes
of my people Israel, and they
shall rebuild the ruined

cities and inhabit them; they
shall plant vineyards and
drink their wine, and they
shall make gardens and eat
their fruit... (Amos 9:13-15). 

Challenging
Amos is challenging. He

foretells inevitable destruc-
tion because things have
gone too far. The message
of hope is part of the mes-
sage of destruction (9:8-
10). 

The message of Amos is to
"seek the Lord whose word
Amos proclaimed" (Tarazi).
He speaks most to those

who "hunger and thirst for
hearing the words of the
Lord…" (8:11-12). 

Only these can find in it the
word of salvation. Those
who feel comfortable and
secure in reading Amos are
in danger (9:10). 

The Lord did ultimately
strike down his people
(5:16-17). Yet this word of
condemnation offers an
alternative: “Seek the Lord
and live…” It may be that he
will be gracious (5:6, 14-
15). 

It gives us hope. And we
can be grateful for the hope
inserted later into the book
of Amos under the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit to
complete the message the
Lord wants us to hear
through Amos.

God swears by his holi-
ness: what is prophesied
must come to pass and
does (4:2). 

Fr Joseph
Briody

FFiinnaall mmeessssaaggee ooff AAmmooss:: hhooppee

UK students are denied knowledge of religion

Having taught for 17 years, for
the most part in Irish Catholic
schools, working as an English

teacher in a UK secular school has been
an eye-opener.
What I see here in England, however,

is not so much atheism as religious
illiteracy, ignorance of basic Christian
ideas and teachings.
A recent ComRes survey discovered

that 10% of young Britons believe that
Santa Claus makes an appearance at
the birth of Jesus. It would be amusing,
if it weren't so tragic. 
The same pattern is emerging with

older children in UK schools. Religious
illiteracy is the norm in academies (the
type of school in which I teach).
They deliver a type of mass-pro-

duced, insipid secular education which
comes with its own brand of  “brain-
washing”. 
UK secularism is simply another type

of indoctrination. It comes with State
approval but leaves children with
fewer educational choices.
What if you don't want to send your

child to this type of school? You have
religious freedom, right? 
The British Humanist Association has

a full-time worker vigorously cam-
paigning to abolish all faith schools in
the UK, not just for their own children
but for everyone’s. 
The new atheism is no longer “live

and let live”. It is more about forcing
others to live in the same way as them-
selves.
In fact, it's worryingly similar to the

"religious oppression" against which
many atheists claim to be taking a
stand. 
The majority of well-known atheists

are individuals who received a reli-
gious upbringing. The majority of my
British white pupils, on the other hand,
have no exposure to any faith or reli-

gious vocabulary. 
How can they make an educated

decision on something when they have
not been given the tools to do so? 
Even atheist Richard Dawkins admits

that it's far more sensible to have a
decent knowledge of what exactly you
are rejecting. 

Atheists
Many of my students like to call

themselves atheists, but they haven't
thought enough about the existence or
the absence of God to really believe
this. Atheism has become for them a
cover for “laziness”. 
A lack of abstract thinking and an

unwillingness to engage with challeng-
ing subject matter damages their ana-
lytical skills and their ability to think
outside the box.
On a practical level, it is very difficult

for religiously illiterate students to
really understand a lot of what they are
being taught. 
How do you teach Shakespeare, full

of Christian references, to a class who
knows nothing about the concepts of

heaven and hell? 
How do you explain the historical

elements of the Reformation to a group
who don't understand Christian con-
cepts?
One of my students knew so little

about the Christian faith that he wasn't
able to explain his own baptism.
Another student discovered, by
chance, that she had been baptised, but
her mother had somehow forgotten to
tell her. 
She announced proudly that she was

going to go to church that Sunday. In
another class, when I mentioned the
symbolism of the apple and its connec-
tions to the Garden of Eden in the
Bible, a student stared at me, bewil-
dered and asked: “Miss, what's the
Bible?” 
I’d love to say that these are rare inci-

dences, but colleagues have experi-
enced similar moments. If this is
progress, could someone explain to me
how? 
So, many of my students don't know

what the Bible is and have only a
vague notion of Adam and Eve. 
Perhaps Dawkins and like-minded

atheists would care to explain how on
earth I am going to teach these same
students to read, let alone analyse
“Frankenstein”.
Yet this is the obligatory pre-20th cen-

tury novel that they must study in
order to pass their GCSE English liter-
ature exam. 
Or perhaps some of the Irish politi-

cians who believe that time could be
better used on literacy instead of RE
might have some tips.
But wait. Amajor reason why my stu-

dents struggle with their textual litera-
cy is due to their religious illiteracy. Oh
dear...
• Maria Horan is a teacher of English,

writer and novelist.

SPEAKER’S 
CORNER
By Maria Horan



13Alive! March 2017

Research in the past has shown that cou-
ples who remain together despite being
unhappy in their marriage are at least as

likely to work through their difficulties and end
up happy together as those who divorce and re-
marry.
They are also less likely to cause untold pain

and emotional and psychological damage to
their children and to other members of their
families.
Now dozens of people have taken to the

"secret-sharing" website, Whisper, to admit that
their decision to divorce was a mistake and that
they wish they could turn back the clock.
The reasons for regret varied greatly, from a

divorced woman's discovery that "being single
is so hard!" to a man who discovered too late
that it was himself he was unhappy with, not
his wife.
"I regret divorcing my husband everyday. It's

too late to turn back," wrote one woman.
Another recognised that she had made "a life-
altering mistake". Even though it's too late, she
wrote, "I realise now I love him. I miss him
everyday and know that what we had, I cannot
have with any other man."
Another, blaming Karma for her decision,

wrote, "I regret divorcing my ex husband for the
man I am married to now."
The realisation that the replacement man did

not measure up was echoed by a woman who
wrote: "I don't think I will ever be happy again.
I truly regret divorcing my first husband. I wish
I could go back and work it out."
A soldier told how he was still in love with his

ex wife and was sorry he divorced her "after she
cheated on me while I was deployed."

Lasting impact
The devastating and lasting impact of divorce

on children is becoming ever more evident both
in life and in research, but it did not receive
much attention. A mother, however, told how
she was married for 9 years and got divorced on
28/12/10 when their daughter was 7. "I hate my
lying, cheating, selfish ex husband," she wrote.
"But I regret divorcing him because it majorly
affected our daughter." 
One person seemed to be reaching out to his or

her ex, writing: "I now realise that we had some-
thing special and I didn't see it until now after
my divorce. I truly regret not seeing it sooner.
You know who you are. I'm C.M. and you are
C.J."
Others told how they were on the brink of

divorce but were glad they pulled back, helped
perhaps by a book, a pet or by cooking together. 
"After nearly divorcing because we both com-

mitted affairs, God saved our marriage. We've
never been happier," wrote one couple.
A woman wrote: "I cried myself to sleep for

months when I found out I was pregnant with
baby no.3 because my marriage was on the
brink of divorce. That baby is the joyful glue
that brought our family back together."
Another person was going through a rough

time in their marriage and was close to divorce. 
"I turned to Whisper to vent," they said.

"Someone recommended reading a book, The
Love Dare. Thank you, it's helped me so much."
The Love Dare, by Alex and Stephen Kendrick,

is a Christian advice book for married couples
who want to strengthen their union.
Used in the storyline for the 2008 film,

Fireproof, it has sold over 3.5 million copies and
been translated into over 20 languages.
The book is, in fact, a 40-day programme with

each day's devotion including a passage from
Scripture, a statement of principle such as "Love
is patient". 
There is also a daily "dare". The first dare, for

example, says: "Although love is communicated
in a number of ways, our words often reflect the
condition of our heart. 
"For the next day, resolve to demonstrate

patience and to say nothing negative to your
spouse at all. If the temptation arises, choose to
not say anything. It's better to hold your tongue
than to say something you'll regret."
The testimonies on Whisper are a sad warning

to unhappy couples that divorce may not bring
them the happiness they hope for, but rather
leave them with a sense of loss and grief.

Celebrating the Wonder of MarriageCelebrating the Wonder of Marriage
1. Love at first sight?
Maybe not love but we have beentogether since the very first timewe saw each other.
2. Favourite memory of our wedding?
Our favourite memory from ourwedding was the beautifulmedieval church in Rome wherewe got married and the wonderfulceremony from the first minute tothe last.
But I have to add a funny memorywhich is when Tommy had confes-sion before the ceremony but thepriest accidentally left his micro-phone on and the whole congrega-tion heard his confession.
3. Best holiday ever?
We went to Paris 3 years after wegot married without the childrenwhich was our first real time alonesince we got married and it wasvery relaxing and romantic andParis is a beautiful city.
4. Who makes the breakfast?We have breakfast at differenttimes and we both eat differentstuff so we end up making ourown.

5. Who takes out the bins?I fill them all week and then Tommytakes them out once a week andthinks he is the boss.
6. Song of songs?
Oxford Comma, Vampire Weekendand Mardi bum, Arctic Monkeys

7. Saints on speed dial?(favourite saints)
St John Paul II. He kissed me onthe forehead when I was a babyand Tommy's favourite is StJoseph the father, husband andworker. 

8. Greatest joint achievement?Our three lovely children, Riccardo,Leonardo and Susanna.
9. Best advice on marriage?Two important factors in marriageare love and sacrifice. A sharedview that the marriage takes con-stant attention and work and Iwould also add: Never go to sleepon an argument.
10. At this point in time, what makes your marriageworthwhile?
Having someone to depend on forthe rest of your life, someone withthe same goals as yourself andhaving that feeling of safety, friend-ship and trust.

Our Marriage in a Minute! 

New figures released by the
Marriage Foundation have
shown that Britain is now top

of the list for family break-up in the
developed world.
One third of marriages in the UK dis-

integrate even before the children
reach their teens. 
When couples are living together

without being married the the break-
up rate is even worse, soaring to 60%.
The result is devastation for tens of

millions of young children, with the
destructive impact of the break-up
often continuing to harm them in
many ways right through their lives.
Sir Paul Coleridge of the Marriage

Foundation asked, "How many more
surveys and reports do we need before
the Government puts this problem at
the very top of the social justice agen-
da?"

He described the latest figures as "a
loud wake-up call that there is a fami-
ly breakdown epidemic in the UK."
The findings were based on an inter-

national review of studies conducted
by leading academics and involving
thousands of families in more than 20
countries.
Only a few poor countries in South

America and southern Africa had
higher rates of family break-up than
Britain.
Scourge
Family disintegration is now a major

scourge in Ireland too. But neither
politicians nor the media want to
know, often because it is too close to
the bone for themselves. 
As a result, the impact of marriage

and family breakup on children is
receiving far less attention than it

deserves.
Surely this should be a top priority

for the Minister for Children,
Katherine Zappone. But she has yet to
make any child-centred statement on
the issue.
Meantime, in England the Court of

Appeal has rejected a woman's
demand for a bigger divorce settle-
ment after she argued that she could
no longer afford the lifestyle the cou-
ple were accustomed to in marriage.
Her argument, said her barrister, was,

"why should I be relegated to a house
that's far inferior to that which I lived
in during the marriage and that which
I had before the marriage?”
The case was a reminder of another

aspect of family breakup that receives
little attention - the harmful impact on
the living standards of all who are
involved, not least the children.

Now wish they could
turn back the clock

Tommy and Fedi Swift

UK is family break-up capital of the world
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●ACCOMMODATION
ALGARVE, Albuferia, Portugal.
Luxury 1 or 2 bed aparts for rent.
Sky TV, shared pool, long/short
term. Special winter rates. Tel:
087 2371716.
KERRY (20 mins drive Killarney).
3 bed traditional Irish cottage,
completely refurbished, plus well
kept gardens in very scenic area.
Ideal house for retired couple.
For sale or to let longterm. Tel:
Seán 087 2371716.
LUXURY 2 bed bungalow for hol-
iday lets, short or long stays, all
mod cons, suitable for wheel-
chairs, in beautiful surroundings
at Knock, Mayo, 087 6406588.
APARTMENT to rent in
Medjugorje 3-bedroom. Lift
access. All mod cons. 5 mins
from church. Tel: 086 1055388.
MEDJUGORJE Large 1 bed-
room apartment to let, short or
long term. Fully furnished, air
condition, all mod-cons. Top floor
overlooks Pompadour and
Krizevac. 2 mins from church.
€150 per week all-in. Please
phone 01 8300662.
MEDJUGORJE. One and two
bed apts to rent. 5 mins to
church. Lifts. Air con and bal-
cony. Tel: 068 32788, 087
1496338.
MEDJUGORJE apart to rent. All
mod cons, air con. Sleeps 4-6.
Beautiful views of Cross moun-
tain & Apparition Hill. 3 mins walk
to church. Keen rates. Tel: 086
8098957.
MEDJUGORJE to rent, beautiful
spacious apartment. Can sleep 4
persons. Tel: 0044 7522706446.
FOR sale, for rent. 2 bedroom
bungalows in the retirement vil-
lage in Knock, Full details from
Margaret Byrne maggiebyrne2
@yahoo.ie mob. 087 7427154.
●MISCELLANEOUS
ALOE vera. Forever living prod-
ucts. Distributor: Phil Colgan 01-
6281436; 086 2437653.
ADOPTERS needed. 14 kind
Alive! readers needed to adopt 1
cat or 1 kitten each - 9 kittens
aged 2 to 3 months old and 5
adult (3 females and 2 males)
friendly attractive cats, aged 6
months to 3 years. May be deliv-
ered to new homes. Please ring
Ann on 086 2127853 anytime.
ARE you in your 40s or 50s?
Dublin 40Somethings invites you
to join us. Founded in 2000, by

entrance fees, luggage charges,
taxes and fees included. €1,089.
Tel: 057 9355050, mornings only.
TRIP to Sorrento, Monte
Cassino, Isle of Capri and the
Amalfi Coast. May 31 – June 7.
Daytime flights ex-Dublin.
Visiting also the birthplace of St
Thomas Aquinas. Four star
accomm. €1,050. All dinners
(with drinks), coaching, tours,
entrance fees, boat trips, taxes
included. Tel 057 9355050, morn-
ings only. www.culturalconnections.
eu TA 0776.
PILGRIMAGE to Fatima, Lisbon
and the Estoril Coast. Aug 2-9.
Daytime flights ex-Dublin with
Aer Lingus. €895. All inclusive.
Tel 057 9355050, mornings only.
EMMAUS Retreat Centre, Ennis
Lane, Lissenhall, Swords, Dublin.
Tel: +353 1 870 0050.
www.emmauscentre.ie. The Art
of Allowing: The Breath in
Meditation and in Life, Fr. Louis
Hughes, Date: 24th March
(Friday - Sunday), Residential
€210; Non-res €155.
Depression: A Christian
Perspective, Fr Jim Noonan &
Fodhla McGrane, Date: 16th
June (Friday to Sunday),
Residential €210; Non-res €155.
●RELIGIOUS
2017 Book Update - Evil & Its
Effects on People in Everyday
Life updated with NEW revela-
tions to Larry Cummins. Be
informed! Order now from

CUDDLES. Wexford, Gorey
area. Lovely gent 60, single, sol-
vent, own home, unpretentious,
no deceptions, NSND, GSOH,
CW music. Love of life nature &
countryside. Wlthf a lady for
friendship, longterm relationship.
Happiness assured. Tel: 087
6498345.
●PILGRIMAGES
DIVINE Mercy pilgrimage,
Krakow, 23 Apr; 4 July & 19 Sept,
from £485. Medjugorje, 23 May,
from £479. Contact Danny 028
90245547.
MEDJUGORJE departures, 7
nights, on 14 June and 6 Sept.
Contact Phyllis Mulligan 042
9336705.
MEDJUGORJE pilgrimage.
Eleanor Healy Group. Easter
week. Ex Dublin. Contact 086
8650708 or 087 2351294.
PILGRIMAGE to Medjugorje
Easter Sunday April 16, Fr.
Johnny Cusack; Sept 6, Fr. Paul
Casey; May 17 to Fatima, Fr.
Dan Sheridan. Tel: 049 4336291
or 087 2549960.
LOURDES. 4-10 Aug, (6 nights)
ex Cork airport. Sp. Dir. Fr.
Bernard Hughes. Group leader
Mrs Breda Fleming (Innishannon,
Cork). Contact Premier Travel,
Cork Tel: 021 4277700 or Breda
Fleming 085 8118089.
MEDJUGORJE June 28, ex
Belfast, €699/£619. Sp. Dir. Fr.
Jonathan Flood. Contact Rose
Boyle 085 2849034.
MEDJUGORJE pilgrimage Sept
20, 7 nights, ex Cork, to Mostar
Airport. JWT Lic. No. TO 052.
Contact Joan 087 9688233.
MEDJUGORJE. 6-13 Sept.
Departing Shannon. John
O’Brien. 086 8586304.
PILGRIMAGE to San Giovanni,
Loreto and the Adriatic Coast.
September 15-22. Daytime flight
from Dublin. All dinners (with
drinks) and some lunches includ-
ed. Full itinerary. €995, all inclu-
sive. Tel: Mary 087 1247669.
PILGRIMAGE to Padua, Venice
and Lake Garda. 16-23 May.
Flights with Aer Lingus from
Dublin. Visiting St Anthony's
tomb, St Mark's Basilica, Verona
and the most beautiful towns on
Lake Garda. Excellent accommo-
dation, all coaching, dinners,
drinks, guided tours, boat trips,

Fr. Hugh Hanley SCJ, we organ-
ise spiritual and social events
with a Catholic ethos for those in
and around Dublin. Contact us
on dublin40somethings@gmail.
com or 087 760 8268 for more
info.
“MORNING Meditations” book by
Joanna Jordan. €9.99+p&p. Tel:
01 2312918.
SEVENTH daughter cure for all
skin complaints, (leg ulcers). Tel:
Mairead 087 6688629.
●NOVENAS
DEAR Sacred Heart of Jesus I
ask you this very special favour
(mention it). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it in your broken
Heart where your Father can see
it. Then in his merciful eyes, it will
become your favour, not mine.
Amen. Say this prayer for 3 days,
promise publication and favour
will be granted. PJ, SAR, An, PF.
●PERSONAL

GENUINE attractive male, 43yrs,
VGSOH, educated, likes cinema,
sightseeing, wltm lady age 25-45
for relationship. Tel: 087
1341997.
LEINSTER man, single, 52yrs,
never married, no kids, Catholic,
own house, seeks lady for mar-
riage and family. Box 9801.
SINGLES. Join Singles File.
Kildare, Laois, Offaly, areas. Text
087 4028593. Box 9802.
CORK male 61, bachelor, attrac-
tive, retired, NS, quiet, caring dis-
position, seeks genuine nice lady
for friendship/relationship. Tel:
089 9724504.
SINGLE man 58, seeks single
lady, or widow, for friendship/rela-
tionship from the West. Tel: 085
1917988.

HOLYFACE. Reparation books,
medals, & various scapulars.
Write to: Michael Gormley, 68
Melvin Rd, Terenure, Dublin 6W.
EWTN Catholic Satellite
Channel. Live Mass daily. TV
Padre Pio & Telepace also avail.
Saorview aerials, receivers &
satellite/aerial combination sys-
tems. For installation, information
& service calls. Contact  087
2352377 or email:  ewtninstalls@
gmail.com
DIVINE Mercy Sunday, 23 April,
2017, at Castleknock Parish,
Dublin. Our Lady Mother of the
Church. Starts at 3pm and con-
cludes with Mass at 6pm. All are
welcome.
PREPARE yourself and your
family for the World Meeting of
Families by reading and promot-
ing A Nest of Saints, the truly
inspiring story of Sts Louis and
Zélie Martin, parents of St
Thérèse of Lisieux. €2.50 per
copy including p&P; 6 copies for
€10 postfree. From Alive!, St
Mary's Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
Tel: 01-4048187.
●THANKSGIVING
SPECIAL thanks to the Sacred
Heart for favours received. LT.
●USEFUL SERVICES
ALL unwanted home waste
removed. Cookers, fridges, beds,
suites, wardrobes, carpets, etc,
removed and disposed of in
proper manner. No job too small
or big. Contact Tommy 087
6406015.
REFACE your kitchen. We
change kitchen cabinet doors,
and worktops. Free estimates.
Tel: 01 8624647.
OLD photos, torn, cracked,
stained, etc. Repaired and
enlarged as new. B/W or colour.
Tel: 01 6265243, 087 2915672.
TYPEWRITERS repairs, sales,
ribbons, most makes, Tel: 01
8309333.
TONY Kavanagh. Oil boiler ser-
vicing, maintenance & break-
downs. Dublin. Tel: 086 2645828.
SOUTHSIDE gent experienced
in all building work, including
building walls, plastering, drive-
ways and paving. Tel: 087
7665449 or 01 2869094.
PLUMBING & heating. All plumb-
ing & heating problems solved.
Taps/toilets/showers etc. No job
too big or too small. Available
24/7. Dublin area. Lir Plumbing
Services 087 4217794. Email:
lirplumbing@gmail.com.

www.larrycummins.ie 
THINKING about a vocation?
Interested in knowing about the
Dominican friars? Visit
www.dominicans.ie
MIR Ministries presents
Weekend of Praise, Worship and
Healing. Guest speaker: Maria
Vadia, Sat 11th March and Sun
12th March, Rochestown Park
Hotel, Cork. Further details: Celia
087 2405568.       
CATHOLIC Bible teaching with
Br Johnson Sequeira.
www.jcilm.info. 18th March (Sat),
10.30am-6.00pm, 19th March
(Sun), 2.00pm-6.00pm: Church
of the Assumption, Tullamore,
Co. Offaly. Tuesday March 21st,
6-9.30pm: Leahy’s Farm
Dungourney. Wednesday March
22nd, 10.30am-4pm:
Glounthaune Parish Hall.
Thursday March 23rd, 11am-
9pm: Treacy’s Hotel Waterford.
Friday March 24th, 10am-1pm:
Leahy’s Farm Dungourney.
Saturday March 25th 10.30am-
7pm: Mitchelstown Parish Hall.
Sunday March 26th 11am-9pm:
Glounthaune. Further details
from Chris 085 2392207.

Call 053-92 35295
for a catalogue
info@crprint.ie

Remember Your
Loved One with a
Special Keepsake
• Memorial Cards
• Bookmarks
• Acknowledgement Cards
• Key Rings
• Wallet Cards
memorialcardsireland.ie

Alive! is a registered charity. 
● If you are an individual donor (PAYE or

Self-Assessed) and your total donation to
Alive! was €250 or more in 2016 we can
reclaim your tax. 
Please ask us for a form or Tel 01-4048187

for more info.
● If you are a company and your donation to

Alive! was €250 or more in 2016 you can claim tax
relief on your donation.

Claim tax on your donation

Fr. Maurice Hogan SSC; National Director WMI, 64 Lower
Rathmines Road, Dublin 6. Ireland. www.wmi.ie Tel: (01) 4972035

Your gift will help mission churches train 
their own sisters, brothers and priests. 
35,000 religious students helped last year. 

€50 will keep a student for one month.
€250 will buy a religious student’s books.
€1,000 helps four sisters complete their training.
€2,500 educates a student priest to ordination.

Please donate what you can and pray for missionaries

Pontifical Mission Societies

CLASSIFIED ADS
Breda 01-404 8187☎

Classifieds: €1 per word; Box No. €3.00 extra

DVD Transfers
Cine films, photos and slides

transferred to DVD with music &
titles added.

Also Camcorder and video tapes
edited and transferred to DVD. 

Tel: 01 2807838
or 087-9132265

Email: alleventsvideo@eircom.net

Please take part in

40 Days for Life
Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday, 

4th March to 15th April

• Prayer • Fasting • Outreach and
peaceful public 

witness at an abortion referral
centre, Berkeley Road, Dublin.

No previous experience 
necessary. 

You will always be with trained
volunteers. You just have to

stand and pray for even one hour this Lent.
You can make a difference. You may save a baby's life

and a mother and her family from the trauma of 
abortion.

23 countries are taking part in this campaign which has
the prayer support and encouragement of Pope

Francis. 
Contact Ann 087-0544882; 

Oonagh 086-3374920; Kathleen 087-7030236.
www.40daysforlife.com.

provides residential 
treatment for alcohol, drugs

and other addictions,
Located in Co. Mayo
— Completely free —
Tel: 09493 88286 
Jean 087-2687040

or visit 
www.communitycenacolo.ie

COMMUNITY
CENACOLO

ADOPTION & foster tracing.
Do you want to trace your birth
mother or father? Family tree
tracing. Help is only a phone
call away. Tel: 086 0634056.
24hrs. 7 days.



Name............................................................................
Address.........................................................................
......................................................................................
......................................................................................
Telephone.....................................................................

✄

Solution to Alive!, St Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Prize Crossword...No.210

ACROSS
1. Sees aid destroyed on the
beach (7)
5. Steal to return automaton (5)
8. Number of a crowd? (5)
9. Rules ie. for free time (7)
10. Subjugate as regards the
media (7)
11. Smaller picture on TV? (5)
12. A toy to play with - a car, for
example (6)
14. It’s clever to smash statue (6)
17. Am I to leave Spanish 
friend? (5)
19. A Delight from the Middle
East? (7)
22. A more slender white 
spirit? (7)
23. Knock down storey (5)
24. Dirge about a mountain 
range (5)
25. Job he gets as a deliverer (7)

DOWN
1. Sr. Ita breaks instrument (5)
2. A prize causing one to become
emaciated (7)
3. Girl returning from Tenerife (5)
4. Listen somehow to join the 
army (6)
5. Get dried fruit when rain is moving
south (7)
6. Football team have depression? (5)
7. Where there might be a hospital
drama? (7)
12. A person who raises a glass for
this kitchen utensil (7)
13. Rout proves counter-
productive? (7)
15. Same outfit (7)
16. Sir put out to incite trouble (4,2)
18. Homer’s poem from 151 AD? (5)
20. Sounds like these musical pieces
cause disharmony (5)
21. Brave man goes north for bird! (5)

Dia dhaoibh, a Pháistí,
If you don't already know the Angelus
by heart, this is a very good month to

learn this lovely prayer. In it we remem-
ber the wonderful event that happened on
25th March more than 2000 years ago.
That day the angel Gabriel appeared to

Our Lady and invited her to be the mother of
Jesus, to bring God's Son into the world.
This was a huge shock for Mary, but if God

wanted it, she would definitely not say no.
"And the Word was made flesh" says St
Luke in his gospel. 
In other words, Jesus was conceived in his

mother's womb at that moment; his life
began, and exactly nine months later, on
25th December, he would be born. This was
so wonderful that we remember it every day.
We call this prayer the Angelus from its first

words: "The angel of the Lord". Angelus is
the Latin for angel. 
Don't forget, Lent is a time for doing some

penance, like not eating sweets, each day.
Slán go fóill,

Last Month’s Colouring Picture Winner was:

Cryptic Clues: €25 for the first correct
entry out of the bag. Entries before 14th
March. One entry per family. Winner and
answers next month.
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KKKKIIIIDDDDSSSS’’’’   CCCCOOOORRRRNNNNEEEERRRR
€25

Katie Harding, 
Iona Park, Glasnevin, Dublin 9.

Age 6.

Feb. X-word Winner:

COLOURING PICTURE - WIN €10167

✄

Name................................................

.........................................................

Address.............................................

.........................................................

.........................................................

....................................Age................

Ena O’Rourke, 
Walkinstown Road, 

Dublin 12.
Solution to Feb. Crossword:
Across: 1. Masquerade 8.
Ulysses 9. Adare 10. Upon 11.
Snip 12. Tat 14. Toecap 15.
Larder 18. Net 20. Noun 21. Ante
23. Aroma 24.Nankeen 25. Saint
Peter.
Down: 1. Maypole 2. Sash 3.
Unsung 4. Reappear 5. Draft 6.
Augustinian 7. Letterkenny 13.
Maintain 16. Dunleer 17. Turnip
19. Thora 22. Gnat.

Aisling

I am Teresa's daughter.

Answer:

The Day family now lived in
relative poverty but eventu-
ally were able to move to a

better house on the North Side
of Chicago. One day the
Episcopalian rector called to the
family. 
As Dorothy’s mother had been

baptised in that denomination,
he persuaded her to let the boys
join the church choir. They did,
and eventually all the children
were baptised and confirmed.

Dorothy went to the local high
school and through her early ado-
lescence her faith grew deeper. 
“All those years I believed. I

had faith. The argument of
authority, of conscience, of cre-
ation – I felt the validity of these.
It is hard to see how I could fling
my convictions from me a few
years later; it is hard to under-
stand unless it was because of
the turbulent life that was in
me.”
In her school years Dorothy

worked hard and read a lot,
including Dickens, Tolstoy and

Dostoyevsky. In these years rev-
olution was fermenting in Russia
– and like the writers she loved,
her sympathies were with the
oppressed. 
On 4th May 1886, ten years

before Dorothy was born, a
protest was held in Haymarket
Square in Chicago. It was organ-
ised by the anarchist community
to protest the killing and wound-
ing of several workers by police
the previous day.

Haymarket Affair
A riot ensued. Known as the

Haymarket Affair, it and the
movement behind it fascinated
Dorothy. It drew her towards the
social activism which would
eventually characterise her
whole life. 
She also read The Jungle,

Upton Sinclair's dramatic story
exposing the brutal conditions in
Chicago's stockyards at the turn
of the century.
“The fact that The Jungle was

about Chicago where I lived,
whose streets I walked, made
me feel that from then on my life
was to be linked to theirs, their
interests were to be mine; I had
received a call, a vocation, a
direction to my life.
“I felt that even at fifteen, God

meant man to be happy, that He
meant to provide him with what
he needed to maintain life in
order to be happy, and that we
did not need to have quite so
much destitution and misery as I
saw all around and read of in the
daily press.” 
As this conviction grew, so also

did her sense of the contradic-

tions between what she saw in
the lives of Christians around her
and the teachings of Christ. 
“Children”, she wrote later,

“look at things very directly and
simply. I did not see anyone tak-
ing off his coat and giving it to
the poor. I didn’t see anyone hav-
ing a banquet and calling in the
lame, the halt and the blind. And
those who were doing it, like the
Salvation Army, did not appeal to
me.”
Dorothy won a scholarship to

the University of Illinois, and one
of the first things she did on
arriving there was to join the
Socialist Party. 
For some years this would put

her on a path, sometimes vio-
lent, which was very different
from the one which might have
been imagined earlier in her life.

●● Part 4: Early faith

Lives of the Saints

Dorothy Day

Sudoku

Who am I?

1 7

8 9

10 11

12 13

18 19 20

22

21

23

24 25

14 15

16

17

2 3 4 5 6

The numbers 1 to 9 should be in each box
and in each line across and each line
down. It is not as difficult as it looks.

Here is a puzzle to keep you thinking for a
while. Teresa's daughter is my daughter's
mother, so what way am I related to Teresa?
Tick the correct answer: grandmother, 
mother, daughter, granddaughter, I am Teresa.
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Survey: many couples have fewer
children than they would like

The Greek people, for
example, believed that on
average the ideal family
would contain 2.6 children
but they expected that the
average number of children
per couple would be 1.7.

"The pain of having no or
fewer children than you
desire is often extreme,"
said an editorial in the mag-
azine. "It can cause depres-
sion, and in poor countries it
can be a social catastro-
phe."

It added: "For more and
more couples, the greatest
source of anguish is that
they have fewer children
than they want, or none at
all." 

The magazine conducted a
survey in 19 countries, ask-

ing people how many chil-
dren they would like and how
many they expected to have.

"In every rich country we
surveyed, couples expect to
be less fertile than they
would like, and many in
developing countries suffer
the same sorrow," it report-
ed.

Money
The main reason given for

the lack of children was
money, but the kind of
lifestyle desired by couples
might have been more accu-
rate.

"From Brooklyn to Beijing,
the cost of housing and edu-
cation is so high that many
young people say they can-
not afford as many children

as they want," said the
report.

Medical infertility is also a
major part of the problem,
with couples in rich coun-
tries delaying having chil-
dren until late in their thir-
ties. In poor countries inade-
quate health care is a prob-
lem. 

By one estimate, at least
48m couples globally have
been trying for a child for the
past five years but without
success, up from 42m in
1990. 

Sources of the problem not
mentioned by The Economist
include sexual infections
due to promiscuity and the
lasting damage caused by
prolonged use of chemical
contraception.

These drugs are designed
to poison women's bodies
and cause them to malfunc-
tion.

In its recommendations,
however, the editorial did

stress the importance of
education "both to warn
women about how fertility
declines with age and, espe-
cially in Africa, about pre-
ventable infections such as
chlamydia and gonorrhoea."

Noting that family planning
"has come to mean family
restriction," it argued that it
ought to mean helping peo-
ple to have as many children
as they want.

IN AN ironic twist to the "right to choose" ideology,
The Economist has drawn attention to "a growing
problem" across the globe, the fact that many cou-
ples in many countries have smaller families than
they would like to have.

Dear Nettles,

A dreamer?
Certainly not!

When a 16-year-
old boy, cap-
tured by a

band of pirates,
arrived as a slave in
Ireland about the year
400 it was of interest to
no one down here except the demon charged with setting
him on the right path, if you know what I mean.

First of all, the guy, he called himself Patricius, had lit-
tle education. And sheep minder was not exactly the
kind of thing anyone would put on his CV.

Back home he had been baptised as a Catholic but had
already fallen away from the practice of the faith. And
where he was going he wasn't likely to meet anyone who
would bring him back.

With the Church being torn apart for decades by argu-
ments over who Jesus Christ really was, we had more to
focus on than an ignorant teenager.

But it turned out that there was a lot more to this slave
than met the eye. Uneducated he was; stupid he was not.

In a kind of solitary confinement he began to reflect on
is life, short as it was so far. But he did think about the
way he had been brought up. And that meant thinking
about his faith.

Whether it was due to a happy childhood or to heaven-
ly grace, he, who had every reason for anger and deep
bitterness, set off on a totally different path.

Great joy

Jesus would be the great joy of his life. As he strug-
gled to recall all he had been told about the Lord his
heart began to take fire.

He tells us a bit about it in the book, The Confessio,
which he wrote when an old man, to give glory for all the
blessings he had received throughout his life.

"After I arrived in Ireland, I tended sheep every day," he
writes, "and I prayed frequently during the day. More and
more the love of God increased, and my sense of awe
before God." Note that, his "sense of awe" before God.

Then he goes on: "Faith grew, and my spirit was moved,
so that in one day I would pray up to one hundred times,
and at night perhaps the same." At night the same? This
guy still wasn't twenty, for hell's sake.

He continues: "I would rise to pray before dawn in snow
and ice and rain. I never felt the worse for it, and I never
felt lazy. As I realise now, the Spirit was burning in me at
that time." It sure was.

In his early twenties he escaped from Ireland, guided
by voices that came to him as he slept. You can read the
details yourself in his Confessio.

What, however, would he do with his new freedom? The
world was his oyster once again. He had a lot of catching
up to do on its delights and opportunities.

But he wasn't interested. He was, in fact, hooked on
Jesus. He would serve him as a priest. Then the voice
again, and he woke up knowing his life's work.

Who would believe that one man, with such an
appalling start, could have had such an impact on virtu-
ally the whole world? Awesome!

Yours dejectedly,

Dumbag
writes..!
Letters from a Master
to a Trainee Tempter

Dumbag

RTE mockery
of Eucharist
■ RTE was sent more
than 900 complaints from
Laois, Carlow and
Kildare alone in response
to the recent mockery of
the Blessed Eucharist by
presenter Ryan Tubridy
and his Late Late Show
guests, according to the
Irish Catholic.

EU majority want halt to immigration
■ Two major polls have shown that most people in 8 out of 10
EU countries surveyed want immigration from Muslim nations
halted.

“Results suggest that opposition to further migration from pre-
dominantly Muslim states is not confined to Trump’s U.S. vot-
ers but is fairly widespread,” said UK think tank Chatham House
releasing one of the polls.

Most EU media ignored the surveys which showed that a
majority of people in Poland and Hungary but also in Germany,
France and Belgium opposed Muslim immigration.

The Paris-based Ipsos poll noted that in all countries polled,
voters thought their Muslim populations were much higher than
they really were.

John Lloyd of the Financial Times believed that politicians had
to recognise that  populist parties, "or at least their policies",
are popular. 

If you enjoy reading
Alive!

… please help us to
promote it.

Could you distribute 50, 100 
or more copies door-to-door

once a month?
We DO need your help.

Call Breda (01) 4048187


